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PREFACE.

OF the men who accompanied the cele-

brated exile to St. Helena, to no one has

the public attention been so much directed

as to the Count de Las Casas. The cir-

cumstances under which he returned to

Europe, and the harsh treatment which it

was understood he had experienced from

the agents of the British government, could

not possibly pass unnoticed, in an age like

that in which we live. Wherever M. dc

Las Casas set his foot he uttered his com-
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plaints in loud and indignant language^

and the belief became general throughout

Europe, that humanity as well as justice

were outraged in the severities to which he

had been subjected.

When the conduct of our Government

was brought into discussion in the House

ef Commons, shortly before tbe dissolution

of the last Parliament, charges and in-

sinuations against M. de Las Casas highly

injurious to his character and reputation

were brought forward by Ministers. The

charge which of all others is perhaps most

deeply felt by a man of honour was made

against him by Mr. Goulburn, that of a

intentional violation of truth.
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M. de Las Casas was not present to

answer the accusation ;
and no one but

himself could answer it. It was not to be

expected, however, that he would sit still

under such a charge. Accordingly 'it

was shortly afterwards intimated in the

Continental- papers that M. de Las Casas

was busily employed in preparing for the

press, a full and circumstantial vindication

of his conduct and character. This vindi-

cation he has now completed, and arrange-

ments have been made for its appearance.in

all the principal languages of Europe at the

same time. We here lay it before the

British public.

It consists, first, of an account of the life



Vlll PREFACE.

of M. de Las Casas, drawn up in the third

person, but compiled from his own mate-

rials ; secondly, of a Letter written by M.

de Las Casas to Lucien Bonaparte, giving

an account of the treatment of Napo-

leon Bonaparte and his manner of living

at St. Helena, which letter was the cause

of the removal of M. de Las Casas from

that Island ; thirdly, of a letter of com-

plaint, written by M. de Las Casas to Lord

Bathurst, immediately after his arrival at

Frankfort'

Such are the materials which it has been

thought proper on the part of M. de Las

Casas to give to the world, that it may judge

between him and the British ministry.
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The matter will not rest here. Public

opinion has always sufficient force in this

country to make itself felt in the very highest

quarters; and we have no doubt, Ministers

will in the present case, pay so much defe-

rence to it, as to honour this work with an

early notice. At all events this subject, as

well as the whole management of St. He-

lena, will assuredly be brought before Parli-

ament soon after its meeting.

Without anticipating the sentence of the

public in the case of M. de Las Casas, we

may be permitted to say that the account

of his life will be read with no ordinary

interest. It has every appearance of being

a faithful portraiture. The Count is re-
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presented as possessing that singleness of

heart, that romantic enthusiasm, and that

integrity of character, which we should ex-

pect to find in the man who sacrificed every

worldly prospect, and suhjected himself to

all the rigours of a captivity on a desert island

in the midst of a distant ocean, that he might

afford assistance and consolation to a mas-

ter vrhom fortune had to all appearance

abandoned for ever. A considerable part

of his life was passed in England, on the

shores of which he was thrown in a itate

of destitution at the commencement of the

French revolution. From a life of abun-

dance and even of luxury he passed at once

to the extremity of privation ; but his ta-

lents and his virtues, after a severe strog.
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gle, procured him the means of comfortable

existence, and the esteem and friendship of

many worthy individuals among us, who

still entertain for him no ordinary regard.

If a man like this who always enjoyed

the esteem of all who knew him, and of

whose generous and exalted statements the

world has had such an unequivocal proof,

ould gratuitously lay himselfopen to the ac-

cusations brought against him by Lord Cas-

tlereagh and Mr. Goulburn, all we can say

is, that he is a perfect anomaly in the his-

tory of our species. Without, however,

meaning any thing offensive, either to Lord

Castlereagh or Mr. Goulburn, we may safe-

ly say, it will require something more than

their bare assertion to induce impartial men
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to believe them in preference to M. de Las

Gasas ; more especially when it is consider-

ed that another assertion of theirs, during

the same discussion, was hardly credited,

even by their most credulous adherents.
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EMANUEL AUGUSTUS DIEUDONtfE,

COUNT DE LAS CASAS.

A BOUT the close of the eleventh century, when

several French princes, animated by religious

enthusiasm and a spirit of chivalry, crossed

the Pyrenees to combat the Moors, one of the

ancestors of Las Casas was standard-bearer to

Count Henry of Burgundy. The glorious

warlike achievements of this Henry, the

founder of the kingdom of Portugal, are suffi-

ciently known from history. In one of the

'B
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seventeen battles in which he triumphed over

the infidels, the victory remained long unde-

cided, till this standard-bearer finally secured

it to the army of Henry by deeds of valour

approaching to the miraculous ; but of the

colours which he carried in that battle a single

stripe of silk was all that remained in his

hand. Henry determined that this precious

remnant should ever after constitute the colours

in the armorial bearing of the hero, to whom

he attributed the victory of that day, and at

the same time, he granted to him, as his share

of booty, todas las Casas ; \. e. all the habita-

tions of the Moors in the sight of the field of

battle ; hence the arms, the motto, and even

the name of the family.to /.

>-iu)?
r

yrft j/v' ,-,<;;, fv

At a later period, this family fixed their

residence in the vicinity of Seville, in the pro-

vince of Andalusia, and in the year 12OO, one

of its members, Charles de Las Casas, was

among the Spanish grandees who accompanied
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Bianca of Castille, in her journey to France

to espouse Louis VIII, the father of St. Louis.

(See Les GMalogies de St. Allais, Cherin

Diclionnaire de la Noblesse de France, $c.)
>

The magnanimous Bishop of Chiapa Bar-

tholomseus de Las Casas, the courageous de-

fender of the Indians, the propagator of Chris-

tian morality among them, the missionary of

European virtues in the New World, a true

ornament of humanity, whose name we meet

with in all histories, on the theatre, and in

works of fiction, belonged also to this family.

EMANUEL AUGUSTUS DIEUDONNE, the hero

of this biography, forms the seventeenth mili-

tary generation of his family; from the re-

turn of this family to France under the circum-

stances above alluded to, its career was neces-

sarily military, and the most of its branches

can number among their members some

who in the field of honour were wounded or

B 3
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slain in the most celebrated battles of the mo-

narchy.

The young Count Las Casas, born in the

castle of that name near Soreze in the province

of Languedoc, received his first rudiments of

education from the priests of the Oratory at

Venddme, from whence he entered the cele-

brated as well as privileged Military School at

Paris ; that school which has furnished so

many distinguished heroes to the French revo-

lution ; from which have proceeded General

Desaix, who fell in the victory of Marengo ;

Philippeaux, one of the heroes of St. Jean

d'Acre ; Clarke, Duke of Feltre, the Hedou-

villes, the ambassador Larochefoucauld, Ge-

neral Nansouti, Marshal Davoust Prince of

Eckmuhl, &c. and Napoleon.

The Count left the Military School at Paris

at a very early age ; he was at first destined

for the cavalry, but his diminutive stature, and



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 5

5iis Feebleness of body induced him to dedicate

himself to the sea service. This service was

at that time the mode as it were, and besides

his family was connected with the Duke de

Penthievre, Grand Admiral of France, whose

favour could open to him all the advantages of

that brilliant and then highly followed career.

Fourteen days had scarcely elapsed from his

leaving the Military School, when our young

seaman was already in the Channel, in the

grand combined squadron under the command

of Don Louis de Cordova, which was destined

to follow the British fleet under the com-

mand of Admiral Howe. His first engage-

ment was at the siege of Gibraltar, when both

be and the boat which he commanded were

nearly swallowed up by the waves, as he was

employed in removing the Spanish crews from

their burning vessels. A few weeks afterwards

he participated in the naval engagement of the

?pth October 1782 off Cadiz, in which above

B 3
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a hundred ships of the line of the two bellige-

rent nations stood opposed to each other. This

was the last action of the war, but peace did

not set limits to his activity : by nature ambi-

tious, already he distinguished himself at school

by his diligence and his exertions, and acquir-

ed repeated premiums ; and he strove after

whatever he could hope to be able to attain.

Advancement in the naval service depended

at that period on the union of practical ex-

perience at sea, with a knowledge of the

mathematical sciences ; this induced Las

Casas to make voyages to all the colonies

of America, New England, Senegal, the Isle

of France^ and the East and West Indies ;

he then for the first time offered himself to the

celebrated professor, afterwards senator Monge,

for trial in the different branches of ma-

thematics. The result of this trial was highly

honorable to him ; he was on the spot pro-

moted to the rank of Lieutenant de Vaisseau,
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by which he obtained the rank of a Major in

the army. He was then hardly twenty-one

years of age, and this rapid promotion, alto-

gether unusual in the naval service was effect-o

ed by no kind of favor, but solely the conse-

quence of the natural course of things.

If the biographer does not scruple to notice

even the more unimportant events in the life

of his hero, he is the less at liberty to omit

those in which it has pleased Providence, by

leading him by the hand as it were, to snatch

him from certain destruction. Las Casas

twice survived conjunctures of this nature.

The great but alas unfortunate expedition

of La Peyrouse is universally known. The

ideas and the plan of this expedition were

drawn up by Louis XVI. with his own hand,

and it was then considered a great favor to be

allowed to have any connection with it. The

parents of the Count who held situations at

B 4
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court, procured this favor for him, and trans*

mitted the information to him at St. Domingo,

where he then happened to be on board of a

vessel. With the greatest haste he returned

to Europe ; but he arrived too late, for the ex-

pedition had already sailed. His grief was

without bounds, but how little is man capable

of judging whether he has cause to grieve !

from that voyage not one man has ever return-

ed, and up to the present moment, no one

knows where and in what manner the two

vessels were lost.

In the following year, after his return from

this voyage, the Count wished by every

means, and in the utmost haste to perform the

remaining years of service required bylaw; he

obtained an appointment in a brig. The state

of his health, and at the same time relations of

friendship, induced him to renounce this ap-

pointment, and to endeavour to obtain another

in a larger vessel fitting out also for war. The
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more difficulties were at first thrown in his

way, the more firmly did he adhere to his

purpose, and he even at length declared that

rather than renounce it, he would leave the

royal service; heat length succeeded, and this

was fortunate for him, for as the brig (le Matin)

set sail a few weeks afterwards in company

with a frigate for Senegal, during the dark-

ness of night it parted from the frigate, and

was never seen afterwards.

Our young navigator now raised to the rank

of Lieutenant de Paisseau, had fortunately

got over the thorns of his profession, and its

flowers and attractions lay now before him.

Hitherto he had passed his days either at

school or on shipboard ; the world was almost

altogether unknown to him ; he now entered

life for the first time as it were, and under

what happy auspices ! In the spring of life,

in a distinguished rank, presented at court,

admitted to the honour, as it was called at
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Versailles, of proceeding in the royal equi-

page, an exclusive privilege
of the oldest fami-

lies, at once the sure pledge of the royal fa-

vor, and a certain assurance of a brilliant al-

liance what noble prospects, what an enviable

destiny I A tranquil and happy life seemed to

await him ; but how deceitful and vain are

all human calculations of probability ! This

horoscope pointed to happiness and tranquil-

lity, but storms and calamities soon assailed

him ; a cloud soon made its appearance un-

expectedly in the horizon, and a hurricane

suddenly struck the top, the main stem, and

the branches of the noblesse. The French re-

volution broke out.

) 87 S 1" '!*
'

'

- : .->'

The disease of the social relations in France

consisted then principally in this, that there

was no longer a country but merely classes and

conditions ; there was no idea of public rights

and public prosperity ; prejudices and privileges

alone prevailed, and the revolution was not
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an insurrection ofsubjects against their princes,

nothing like a real insurrection of the people,

but much rather an insurrection of vassals

against their superiors and their supreme

head ; a rising of equality against privileges ;

a resistance similar to that which the Gauls

formerly made to the Franks.

The emigration followed ; Count Las Casas,

by nature warm, enthusiastic, and in the age

of ardent passion, was among the first who

rushed to the path which was called the path

of honour by those with whom he was con-

nected. He was seen on the first assemblage

of the emigrants with the Prince of Conde' at

Worms ; shortly afterwards the Count Artois

arrived at Mentz ; the King was seized on

his flight to Varennes, and Monsieur now

Louis XVIII. entered Coblentz.

A correct idea can with difficulty be now

formed of the credulity, the infatuation and
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the thoughtlessness of the young French emi-

grants; they uniformly considered their num-

bers more than necessary to reduce a refractory

populace to order, as they called it, and

every new comer was looked upon by them with

an eye of ill-will and even of jealousy ; how-

ever their days were passed in fetes and

enjoyments, but at the same time amidst

loud complaints against those who endeavoured

to restrain that impatience which hollowed

the abyss that was so soon to close over them,

Coblentz was then the seat of a highly bril-

liant assemblage ; here stood the first and

second arriere-ban of France ; here was the

point of union of all the elegance and at-

traction of Paris. This was the period in the

life of Las Casas in which he had most op*

portunities of seeing the fashionable world and

in which he most enjoyed the pleasures of

society ; he had open access to the circles

of the Countess Balby, and his name stoo4



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 13

on the select list of the Countess Pa-

laslron. In these societies were to be found

all who could lay claim to good taste, favour

and elegance. The memoirs of the times will

certainly one day make mention of these two

ladies, of whom the one was witty, amiable,

animated, and fond of splendour ; while the

other again was soft, modest, reserved, and

silent ; but the French princes were held ia

subjection by both of them.

Not far from Coblentz, Aix-la-Chapelle of-

fered a point of assemblage for all Europe ;

a number of princes and individuals of dis-

tinction were to be found there. Las Casas

paid frequent visits to it ; and dedicated his

care to the unfortunate Princess Lamballe

whose house was a branch of his family.

When this noble victim of heroic devotion

and friendship left Aix-la-Chapelle to return

to the Queen, and remained deafto all warnings

and predictions of her fate, Las Casas ac-
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companied her to the frontier j he wished to

accompany her in disguise to Paris, and it was

the express command of the princess which

alone prevented him from carrying this design

into execution. Among his acquaintances ot

distinction in. Aix-la-Chapelle, we ought to

mention the Count de Haga (Gustavus III. of

Sweden) who honoured him with his par-

ticular attention, conferred on him an

appointment in his marine, and wished

to take him along with him in his own

carriage. A delay of the hour fixed on for

departure, deprived him of this favour, and

the Swedish king soon afterwards fell by the

hand of an assassin. Had Las Casas fol-

lowed him, who knows what direction his

life might then have taketi ?

i

At length the memorable campaign of 1792

opened ; the crusade of the Duke of Brunswick

is
sufficiently known. The emigrants put

themselves in motion ; the whole of this young
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noblesse served as common soldiers; with

muskets on their shoulder? and at their own

expense. Their spirit was good, and their

endeavour noble, but they formed a disorderly

multitude, and presented a truly comic spec-

tacle ; they appeared before Thionville, which

they thought they could take without once

investing it ; they negociated a long time

with theAustriansfor the purpose of obtaining

two pieces of artillery from Luxemburg,

that they might employ them against the

above fortress. Las Casas marched in the

ranks of the marine corps, which, singu-

larly enough, met the national guard of Brest

on the walls ; the latter saluted their old ac-

quaintances with vollies of abuse in the true sea-

port stile. The greatest injury however which

they did to each other consisted in this mutual

abuse. At that time so little experience was

possessed in the art ofwar, that a single battalion

of the imperial guard of our latest epoch, would

have thrown the whole of this numerous emi-
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grant army into disorder, although it was com-

manded by marshals who had formerly gained

battles ; but fortunately the other side was

not much more skilled in the art of war.

Every one knows the unsuccessful result of

the invasion of the Duke of Brunswick, his

rapid and unfortunate retreat ; this campaign

was the complete grave of the last remains of

the French feudal system. The emigrants

might on this occasion have learned from this

dreadful experience, what infinite calamities

are produced in civil dissensions when recourse

is had to foreigners, and any reliance is placed

on their favour ; hitherto they had been kept

continual prisoners amidst the columns of the

Prussians
;
but scarcely had the retreat com-

menced, when they saw themselves ill treated,

abused, nay even plundered ; they were compel-

led to throw away their arms, and destitute of

every necessary to wander up and down, driven

even from towns and countries, by the Princes
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of which they had only a few days before been

tionoured, encouraged to fight, and even treat-

ed as victors.

Las Casas, abandoning himself to his stars,

wandered on foot through the country of Lux-

emburg, Liege, Aix-la-Chapelle, Maestricht,

and at last reached Rotterdam. A great mul-

titude of emigrants had flocked to Holland,

many of them embarked for foreign countries*

and not a few were even forcibly conducted to

Batavia.

Las Casas, and with him a great part of his

companions in misfortune, threw themselves

into an English coal ship ; here they were

treated exactly like a cargo of negroes, and

landed on the banks of the Thames, at a consi-

derable distance from London, which they had

to reach on foot as well as they could. A new

world, a new existence here offered itself to

the Count in all its horrors the condition of
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misfortune struggling with want. There was

now no longer any question about coats of

arms, family rank and high descent ; all these

advantages had disappeared in a moment ; bent

down,thrown amongst the greatmass of the peo-

ple, they had now either to share with the lat-

ter their toil and their exertions, or to perish.

Cast out on a foreign soil, among a people

whose language was unknown to him, without

acquaintances, destitute of all support, without

money ; cut off from all connections with

friends, if he did not wish to render them mi-

serable ; this was then the dreadful situation of

the Count, and yet it did not deject him ; under

a weak bodily frame he possessed a vigorous

soul.

" Am I entitled to consider myself unfortu-

nate," said he to himself,
" when I cast a look

on the helpless old men and the females among
the emigrants, hitherto nursed in the lap of

abundance and pleasure, and now thrown on
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the streets a prey to the most bitter misery,

without assistance, without industry, nay, even

without strength to apply it ?"
" And even,

continued he,
" when I consider the class to

which I belong at present, When 1 see them

continually labouring in the sweat of their

brows, to gain their living from day to day, in

constant danger of pining the next day of hun-

ger ; when I compare myself with them, can I

call myself unhappy ? An accident has plunged

me into this situation, to-morrow I shall perhaps

be rescued from it ; but for these unfortunate

beings, this is their natural condition, bitter

poverty receives them at their birth and ac-

companies them to the grave ; what a melan-

choly present then is life ! how much have they

cause to complain, and on the other hand how

much cause have I to bless my destiny !"

Considerations of this nature were the true

talisman of his strength and his courage, and

even in the most alarming moments they were

c 2
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able to banish every approach of dejection arid

melancholy from his heart.

The Count was now restless in his endea-

vours to develop all his physical and moral

powers. A part of his leisure he dedicated to

the acquisition of the language of the country,

and during his remaining time, under an as-

sumed name., he communicated to the first who

came in his way, instruction in all that was

asked of him. He was then usually under

the necessity of learning himself the day be-

fore, what he was to teach on the following day,

and he used afterwards jocularly to call himself

the teacher who instructed himself at the cost

of his pupils.

The first period of this new career was high-

ly bitter and trying, and its duration long ; it

would be difficult to give a true picture of it.

With astonishment and melancholy emotion

however, would every one be filled by it, were
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they to read, to what a degree, a tender

feeling, and a proud spirit could limit its cor-

poreal wants and endure privations ; and on the

other hand they would find matter enough for

mirth in remarkable anecdotes, ludicrous qid-

pro-quos, and singular contrasts occasioned by

his disguise and his double situation, of a po-

lished man of the world, and of a man from

among the dregs of the people, who in an inter-

val of a few hours, at one time appears in gilded

saloons, and at another in cellars of the utmost

wretchedness, not infrequently consumes his

mid-day meal by the side of a day labourer in

the lowest public house, and in the evening

participates in a splendid banquet among the

great. These were often truly theatrical and

romantic scenes; and indeed the imagination

and even character of the Count were not with-

out a strong dash of the romantic.

As however courage, a refined education, ami-

able manners, and distinguished talents never

f, 3
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fail in a short time to raise the person adorned

by them above the multitude, Las Casas soon

contrived to gain friends, and by their assistance

to improve his external situation ; and frequent-

ly even highly brilliant and unexpected pros-

pects opened to him. For instance, he was

one day offered a commission to take the ma-

nagement of immense estates in Jamaica,

where by means of a respectable employment,

he could in four or five years have acquired

enough to place himself above care for the rest

of his life ; endeavours were also made to pro-

cure him advantageous places in India, which

would in a short time have raised him to a si-

tuation of independency ; but he constantly

rejected all propositions of this nature, for

they always appeared to him in the light only

of banishment. Riches to be acquired in a

distant land were not so dear to his heart as

being near to his country ; he gave to poverty

by the side of hope, the preference over all

those valuable treasures.
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Las Casas was twice suddenly torn from his

usual avocations by occasions of importance,

for he was not yet cured of his political errors ;

these were the fruitless attempt on la Vende'e,

and the dreadful butchery at Quiberon, from

which he only escaped by a miracle. After

this he believed that he had discharged his

debt to the common cause, he looked on it now

as altogether lost, and he wished from hence-

forward, to devote himself solely to his private

affairs. At this time he conceived the happy

idea of executing the Historical Atlas, and al-

though he then gave only a sketch to the press,

this undertaking was nevertheless extremely

successful ; it procured him a small property,

a circle of worthy friends and intimate ac-

quaintances, who might have supplied the want

of family ties and enabled him to enjoy life, if

he could possibly have been completely happy

at a distance from his country, and separated

from his relations.

c 4
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From eight to ten years were in this manner

passed by the Count in a foreign country; when

in the bosom of France a meteor arose, that

covered it with his fame and his genius. His

powerful arm at once changed the former or-

der of things, the French revolution ceased to

be the terror of civilized Europe, its beautiful

and grand truths came forth resplendent and

purified from the chaos of anarchy, it forced

respect from kings, and corresponded to the

\vishes of the people. A life and an organiza-

tion wholly new, spread themselves over the

soil of France. The emigrants were solemnly

recalled.
" There are now no parties, and no

"
privileged orders, but Frenchmen only ;" was

the language of the new government. Las

Casas availing himself of this arrangement,

terminated his exile and hurried to Paris ; the

emigration had cost him his estate ; he now

renounced on oath all farther claims to it, for

this was the condition of his return ; but he



COUNT DE LAS CA8AS. 23

saw himself again on bis native soil, and

breathed again his country's air ; and to noble

minds this will always appear a most distin-

guished treasure.

After a ten years absence, he returned wholly

a new man ; he brought with him his own

peculiar ideas and views, his knowledge and

industry. The particular situation in which

he found himself and his principles at the

same time, kept him at first at a distance from

all public offices and employments, for he

wished to owe every thing to himself alone ;

he devoted himself with zeal to the labours

of authorship, aad published in a more ex-

tended shape the Historical Atlas, of which he

had already communicated the leading ideas

and sketches to the public in the English

language. This work at its first appearance

met with extraordinary success ; it was cal-

culated for all readers ; for children and grown

people ; for the pupil and the teacher ; for the
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man of the world and the scholar ; for schools

and for libraries. From six to seven years the

Count passed a calm, peaceful, and uniform

life ; he was often heard to assure his friends,

that in this short period, all the happiness, all

the charms, and all the genuine enjoyments of

life were enjoyed by him without alloy ;

honoured, loved, and esteemed by persons of

worth ; independent besides, and in a happy

private condition, his days flowed on quietly

and rapidly.

But in France, every new day added to the

former wonders. Abroad, the victories of

Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, the peace of

Tilsit and the sway of Europe : at home the

cheering appearance of an order of admini-

stration and a public prosperity without

example : never before had any thing similar

been seen in France. The throne was re-

erected, new institutions suited to the spirit

of the times had happily blended all parties
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with each other, and all opinions approximated

to each other ; a man felt himself truly proud

in being a Frenchman. Who, that had one

germ of the noble in his heart, could remain

a stranger to such great events, when it was

allowed to every man to participate in them !

The fiery and animated spirit of Count Las

Casas was powerfully affected by all this ; ad-

miration for the head of the government, who

had elevated the fame of France to such a

height, filled his heart, but the career which

he had formerly trod, made it difficult to his

feelings of honour to approach him. A highly

favourable opportunity for this unexpectedly

presented itself. That chief of the French

nation publicly declared that ' he would

<f hereafter consider all as bad Frenchmen

" who did not join him." Las Casas on this,

flew to Napoleon, and gave himself up to him

fairly and honestly, without any reservation,

with a good heart and with pride.
"

I have,"

said he,
"

truly fulfilled the oath of my child-
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hood which I swore to the last dynasty ; it

exists no more ; we begin again with a new

Hugh Capet ; such a grand and sublime spec-

tacle, such just claims to a throne did not

appear before the eyes of our ancestors as

now appear before ours. This new hero has

elevated the fame of our country to the skies ;

his deeds are without example ; he was the

unanimous choice of a great people, the ruler

whom all nations acknowledged, all spiritual

and temporal authorities sanctioned."

It was singular enough that the destiny of

the Count would so have it, that he should

offer himself a sacrifice to error, to draw from

the fountain of trurh ; under the banner of

unlimited power he was to be initiated into

the rights of nations. It was in his very

banishment, as the support of the expelled

monarch, on the classical soil of the sublime

principles of a Fox and a Whiibready
that Las

Casas attained the full conviction of the legi-
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timacy of the new dynasty. The character

of the Count forbade every thing like half re-

signation ; he sighed but too much in secret,

because he could only view the numerous great

deeds which ennobled his country as an idle

admirer ; with eagerness he sought for an

opportunity of sharing in them. The mass

of the French army was in a foreign land ;

Napoleon at its head was in the capital of

the Austrian monarchy. Availing themselves

of this circumstance, the English attacked

Flushing and showed themselves before the

gates of Antwerp. Then France presented

a noble spectacle ; a band of citizens came

forward without summons and marched as

volunteers to the defence of their country*s

frontiers. Among them was Count de Las

Casas. Renouncing the private condition to

which he had long been accustomed, and all

the sweets of domestic life, he left his wife

in a dangerous state behind and hastened to

meet the enemy. He obtained an appointment
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on the general staff of the Prince of Ponte

Corvo, now King John of Sweden, and his suc-

cessor in command the Duke of Istria and of

Reggio. Every day was for him a day of

unusual labour and activity.
"

I have much

lost time to recover," said he,
ts I have much

yet to learn, and my time is short." His

ardour increased every day. In embarking on

the Scheld he was twice overset, and was on

the point of suffering shipwreck ; he was among

the first who entered Flushing, which the

English immediately abandoned when they

saw themselves attacked. On this occasion

he obtained the decree of the Emperor Napo-

leon which appointed him Chamberlain ; this

happened at the time of his marriage with

the Archduchess Maria Louisa.

Las Casas now quitted the field of battle

for the court ; he carried with him a fervent

zeal and good will, sincerity of heart and

frankness, the prominent features of his cha-
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racter. As on this slippery ground he happened

one day to speak with warmth of the ad-

vantages of the English constitution, and the

excellence of the British legislation, subjects

which were at that time considered extremely

ticklish, one of the court circle observed ma-

liciously,
" the Count is a passionate defender

ofthe English."
"
Yes, Sir," retorted Las Casas

with vivacity ;
"

it is true I defend the English

here in the palace, but when they appear on

our frontiers, I fly to combat them. If every

one acted in the same manner, both nations

would perhaps live in peace and unity with

each other."

A place at court, was according to the views

of the Count by no means satisfactory to him;

and the title of courtier would have been

highly insupportable to him, had he not at

the same time been able to connect with it

some state employment. This agreed also

with the views of Napoleon who was fond
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of seeing such a union of court and state'

offices. Las Casas solicited and immediate-

ly obtained an appointment as Master of

Requests in the council of state in the section

of the Marine, the department of arms to which

his youth was devoted. *

A few days after this nomination, the Em-

peror of his own suggestion made choice of

him for an important confidential mission ;

Holland was united to France ; the Count

received a commission to inspect and take

possession of all the objects connected with

the marine. Another mission for which the

Emperor in like manner made choice of him

of his own suggestion was of equal im-

portance ; this related to the liquidation of

the public debts of the Illyrian provinces.

When the minister urged as an objection to

his sovereign, that he had nominated a man

hitherto a stranger to the finance department,

lie received for answer from Napoleon ;
" I
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" have a lucky hand ; those on whom I lay

"
it are fit for every thing."

Las Casas justified this decision ; already

had the Illyrian provinces been three years

united to France, and yet the creditors and

pensioners of the state were still languishing

in misery. This affair had several times been

entered on, but always without any result

fpr these unfortunate persons ; through the care

and the active zeal of the new liquidator, at

the end of six months, the pensioners were

paid, and within five months, and a half a

very considerable mass of claims, pro and

contra, were liquidated ; the whole business

was terminated to the mutual consent of the

public treasury and the state creditors.

On his return to Paris the Emperor ap-

pointed him, and again of his own free sug-

gestion, to visit the half of all the depart-

ments of the empire, for the purpose of in-

D
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specting the different institutions, the prisons,

hospitals, and similar benevolent foundations

for the relief of mendicity ; he was also in-

structed to obtain on this journey accurate

information with respect to all the naval

stations, and other objects relative to the ma-

rine, from Toulon to Amsterdam.

The termination of this mission happened

at the period of the return of Napoleon from

Moscow ; then followed the unfortunate cam-

paign of Leipsic, and shortly afterwards the

enemy penetrated into France. In Paris the

formation of a numerous national guard took

place. Las Casas, at first the second in the

tenth legion of this body, in the absence of

the appointed chief, soon saw himself at its

head ; his ardent zeal, his honesty, his sin-

cere devotion to the national cause, contri-

buted much to draw forth, and to confirm and

strengthen the excellent spirit which never

ceased to animate that legion. When the

\
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enemy appeared under the walls of the capi-

tal, the greatest part of the tenth legion went

voluntarily to meet them, and a number

of its citizens fell on the field of honour. As

member of the council of state, the Count

was called to the Loire ; he determined on

remaining at his military post. Scarcely,

however, was the information received that

a capitulation had been signed, than he gave

up the command immediately to his successor,

with a written declaration that he would now,

as the legion was no longer in any danger, de-

vote himself to the fulfilment of other duties.

The Allies held their entrance into Paris,

the senate pronounced the deposition of the

former government, the Emperor gave in his

renunciation, and then appeared again, the

King. The situation of the Count was now

far more critical and singular than it was

before on his return from exile. After so

long an interval, that cause to which he had

sacrificed his youth and paternal estate again

D 2
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triumphed ; those Princes, once the object of

the reverence and the ardent wishes of his

childhood, were returned.

Could Las Casas promise himself private

advantages from the new state of things ?

Certainly he could. No claims were even

more just than his were ; his conduct under

the imperial government was of such a nature,

that his old friends, who came to the helm of

affairs on the new order of things, flocked to

him from all sides with offers and good

wishes. "
I shall certainly bring myself to

<f the determination of coming forward," he

used to answer them ;

"
my duty even de-

" mands this, but my feelings are still too

" much agitated by all that has taken place ;

"
I require a few days of mourning." But to

his more intimate friends he poured out his

heart in sorrow. " Those princes," he would

say,
" are returned, who from my cradle

" have been the objects of my love and most
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<s fervent prayers, whose names I never pro-

" nounced without that respect to which,

te from their misfortunes, and as my former

"
commanders, they were entitled ; they are

"
returned, but if I may own it, they have

" no longer a place in my heart, for they
" have returned through the breach of the

f( national honour"

In these difficult relations the Count show-

ed a love of country worthy of antiquity,

coupled with the frankness, honesty, and ho-

nour of the days of chivalry ; his heart was

oppressed by the humiliation of his country ;

his feelings revolted at the sentiments which

he heard every where around him. "To
" serve the King," said he,

" to love him, to

" be true to him, is now demanded by the

"
obligations newly entered into ; but to dis-

" own him who preceded him in the govern-
"

ment, is to betray the cause of the nation,

"
to expose it to danger and dishonour. Let

D 3
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"
this be well considered ! To abuse him

tc whom we have ruined, to forsake him, is

tc neither more nor less than accumulating the

" whole of the fame of late times around his

"
head, and loading us alone with the shame

" and the disgrace of the past."

*

The Count did not delay a moment the

avowal of these principles. From the day of

the entrance of the Allies into France, from

the moment the most of the public authorities

and individuals thronged in crowds to accede

to the sentence of depositions so illegally pro-

nounced by the senate, he pertinaciously re-

fused to sign the act of accession of the coun"

cil of state. '' How," he asked,
" can you,

"
councillors of state, take such a step t how

" can you consent to an act, which without

" the least doubt will be rejected by the new

"
sovereign ? Can that sovereign concede to

te the senate the right of giving and again

"
withdrawing the crown in such a manner ?
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"
And, independently of this altogether, are

" we not the confidential servants of the

" monarch who has been precipitated from

" the throne ? In this our situation, is it in

"
any respect permitted to us to express opi-

" nions ? One feeling only ought to animate

"
us; and if the new comer understand his

" own interest well, you cannot recommend

"
yourselves better to him than by your un-

" shaken fidelity towards his predecessor on

" the throne."

A few days after the restoration of the old

dynasty, in a review in the Journal des D6-

bats, of a publication which had appeared on

this event, several noblemen were named who

on the day before the entrance of the Allies

into Paris had assembled in the Place de

Louis XV.y to express aloud their wishes for

the return of the King, and the restoration of

his dynasty, and among them was the name

of Count Las Casas. The Count immediately

D 4
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complained of this error, but the insertion of

an article on the subject in the journal in

question was refused to him. " It was im-

((
possible," he said in that article,

" for me
" to have done this act, for I commanded at

te the very time the tenth legion of the na-

s( tional guard ; colours in opposition to those

*' of the King were intrusted to me ; I was

" bound by oaths voluntarily taken by me ;

" how then could I possibly have violated

"
them, I who have always considered in-

(t violable fidelity the first duty of life ?"

When the King and the Princes were occu-

pied with the appointment of the officers of

their household, many of the former gardes

du corps, natives of his province, complained

to him that they were now expelled by their

former comrades, because they had not emi-

grated, and they urgently intreated ihe Count

to furnish them with a certificate that it was

their poverty at the time which alone kept
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ihem from taking this step ; they did not

.entertain the slightest doubt that Las Casas

was now a flaming royalist, and they were

seized with astonishment when he said to

them,
"

Spare, my friends, your justifica-

(C tion ; boast rather that you have not

" abandoned your country ; the greatest of all

" crimes is to remove from it with hostile in-

" tentions ;
this was an error of my youth,

" and I still repent it every day ; to this step
tf however I was led by so much honesty and

"
sincerity, that except myself no one is jus-

"
tified in reproaching me with it ; & few weeks

"
agowhilethe imperial government still sub-

"
sisted, I should not have been able to hold

s< this language to you, as it would then have

<e
appeared to you suspicious ; but now under

({ the King, when the act in question constitutes

et a claim to reward, this confession serves to

" relieve the oppression of my heart."

The flood of foreign soldiers with which
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Paris was inundated, the dominion of the

allies in France, the daily repeated humiliation

of the country, were for the Count a heart-

rending spectacle, the appearance of which

he was not long able to sustain. To give vent

to the pain which raged within him, he under-

took a journey to England ; but he could not

renew the pleasure he formerly enjoyed there,

for every thing appeared to him changed ;

but it was himself in which the change had

taken place.

On his return to Paris, shortly afterwards

Las Casas withdrew from the eye of the

public, occupied himself exclusively with his

private affairs, and enjoyed some days of re-

pose when the 20th ofMarch came. The shame

of France is now extinguished, he thought,

and more resplendent than ever will her fame

re-appear through the heroic return of the man

of the country and the sublime elevation of

mind of the whole of a great nation, which
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has risen to give him a joyful reception. The

time of the residence in Elba has been the

period of great probations, and now must the

evidences of them be displayed. The Count

was instantly named Councillor of State, and

when he thanked Napoleon for it, he re-

ceived for answer: " so much good has been

"
told me of you that I could not act otherwise

" towards you ; but besides it is with true plea-

" sure on my part that this has taken place."

Las Casas now received from various quarters

proofs of a good-will which was highly flat-

tering to him. In almost all the ministries,

at one and the same time situation* were pro-

posed for him
; it was in agitation to send him

in diplomatic missions to England, and then

again the situation of imperial commissary in

the departments was destined for him ; for a

long time also it was wished to give him the

prefectures of Rouen and Metz. He was at

last named President of what was at that
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particular time of high importance, the Com-

mission of Petitions. This ticklish but very

interesting post could not have fallen into

better hands ; the zeal of the Count, his at-

tachment to Napoleon, his feeling for every

thing good, were the means of obtaining

thousands of signatures in a short time, and of

gaining innumerable hearts to him during the

period of the three months.

When the ominous day of Waterloo again

opened the abyss for France, this dreadful

catastrophe was first learned at Paris by the

quick return of the Emperor. Las Casas,

his Chamberlain, hastened to him, and without

solicitation again resumed his services beside

him. On what does not the destiny of men

sometimes depend ? This accidental step was

decisive of the remainder of his life ; excepting

this circumstance what could have given him

a claim to connect the thread of his destiny

with that of Napoleon ? In reason he could
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not demand to be selected from the mul-

titude for so solemn an act. No external re-

lations, no personal gratitude, no particular

tie of friendship could have entitled him to

leave wife, children, and country, and to de-

vote himself in this way.

One day afterwards when the Emperor at

St. Helena turned the conversation to the cir-

cumstances of those who accompanied him, he

said to Las Casas :
" but how has it so happen-

ft
ed, my dear Las Casas, that you are now

" here ?"
"

Sire," answered the Count,
"
my

" stars alone, and the honor of emigration have

"
brought me here ; I now represent those of

st the emigrants who were formerly loaded with

" favours by your majesty."

The renunciation of Napoleon followed al-

most immediately his return to Paris, and from

thenceforward his thoughts were necessarily

occupied with leaving France. Las Casas de-
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termined that he would not again separate him-

self from his person. In the days of adversity,

his post appeared to him sacred and honorable;

he availed himself therefore in the garden of

Malmaison of a moment, when his duty allow-

ed him a private interview with him, to prefer

a request to Napoleon that he would permit

him to connect himself for ever with his desti-

ny. On this truly unexpected proposal, the

Emperor eyed him from head to foot with a

look of astonishment, and with a soft and

tranquil voice uttered these words :
" But are

"
you aware where that may lead you ?"

"
I

"
have," answered the Count,

" made no calcu-

"
lation at all in this respect ; but the warmest

tf of my wishes would be gratified if my pray-
" er should be granted."

"
Well, well !" was

the reply of the Emperor, and this was all

that he said on that occasion. Las Casas flew

to Paris to pack up some linen, to tear himself

from the cries of his wife, to embrace his lit-

tle children, and to bring his oldest son from
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the Lyceum ; and already on the following

day he was on the road to Rochefort.

It is known that Napoleon the moment he

stepped into the coach sent to inform the pro-

visional government :
" that when he resigned

(t
the. sovereignty, he had not at the same time

" renounced the noblest right of a citizen, that

<l of defending his country ; that the situation

" of things was well known to him, that if

"
demanded, he was certain of beating the

"
enemy in such a manner that more advanta-

"
geous negociations might be entered into ;

" but that even in case of victory, he would

" not the less prosecute his journey without

"
delay." He received a refusal, and he reach-

ed Rochefort with his retinue without any es-

cort, amidst the joyful acclamations of the peo-

ple who flocked to the streets through which

lie passed ; on every countenance was painted

th wish to retain what they were now about

to lose, and anxious apprehensions for the fu-
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ture. On reaching the harbour, the English

cruizers rendered his departure impossible, and

the longer stay of Napoleon in the country

would inevitably have been followed by a civil

war. The generals appeared in person before

him, and urged him to place himself again at

their head ; but his determination was irrevo-

cable,
t( Civil war," he answered,

" would now
" be without object for the country ; to me
" alone perhaps it might be productive of uti-

<(
lity,

but this advantage I should never think

" of purchasing at the expense of the noblest

" blood ; that I do not demand
; for you, spare

ts
yourselves for a better cause."

Amidst these difficult and extraordinary

circumstances, the Count accompanied by

Generals Savary and Lallemand was twice

sent on board of an English cruizer ; the com-

mander had not yet obtained the necessary

passes for the conveyance of Napoleon to the

United States of America ; on the contrary,
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he had received orders to take from the de-

puties their passes, and not to respect the

flag of truce. The English officer was, how-

ever, authorized to receive Napoleon with his

retinue, and to convey him to England should

this be agreeable to him. Napoleon did not

hesitate a moment to accept this offer of hos-

pitality, which as it placed him under positive

laws fulfilled the object which he was endea-

vouring to attain in America. He wrote a

memorable letter to the Prince Regent of

Great Britain, and proceeded on board the

Bellerophon. The rest is known.

The pencil of history will one day be

enabled to paint in their true colours, the mag-

nanimity displayed by Bonaparte on this oc-

casion, and the honesty of the English mi-

nisters. History will also, perhaps, comme-

morate the fame of which these ministers by

their conduct deprived England, as well as

E
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the immortal triumph which was thereby

withdrawn from the legislation of that country.

They conveyed the illustrious victim from the

Bellerophon to the Northumberland; rummaged

his effects ; took away the little money which

they found in his possession ; disarmed his

retinue, and reduced the number of those

whom they allowed to accompany him to four ;

among these was Las Casas. A great number

of persons had hitherto followed the Emperor,

and the moment of separation was a scene as

solemn as it was affecting. As Napoleon left

his cabin, and repaired to the deck of the

ship which he quitted, he saw himself sur-

rounded by faithful servants who were forcibly

compelled to remain behind ; they clung to

his knees and burst out into tears. Those

alone to whom this happiness was conceded of

following their master, displayed a smiling

countenance. On this Las Casas turned to

Lord Keith, the Admiral of the Channel fleet,
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and observed ;

"
you see however, my lord,

<f that it is those alone who remain behind

" that weep."

The Count has drawn up an accurate ac-

count of all these circumstances ; and from

the moderation and prudent caution which

characterizes this production, as well as the

rank and the participation of the author, in

all the events related by him, it forms a most

important historical document.

The passage of Napoleon from Europe to

St. Helena afforded for more than two months

a spectacle unique in its kind, and furnished

at the same time to the observer of men and

their destinies important matter for reflection.

Napoleon had descended without any gra-

dation from the throne to the prison, and he

was thrown amongst enemies, who were em-

E 2
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bittered by a twenty years' hatred, by fears

and defeats, and who were besides blinded

and prepossessed against him by all manner of

detestable publications of a defamatory nature,

which had been circulated among them with

incessant industry. Every one on board the

Northumberland was prepared to expect in

the person to be received on board something

more like a wild beast than a human being ;

but how great was the astonishment of all,

when they now had an opportunity of form-

ing a judgment for themselves of their illus-

trious captive. All these English could never

cease speaking of the agreeableness and ease

of his manners, the charms of his conversa-

tion, the cheerfulness of his disposition, and

the imperturbable equanimity of his charac-

ter ; he soon became for them also the great

man ;
besides they could not help expressing

a particular interest for the four Frenchmen,

distinguished for rank and property, who de-

voting themselves voluntarily, nay even joy-
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fully, seemed only to vie with each other in

their tender and affectionate care for their

commander in his misfortune. In fact, on

this passage, among all these enemies, embit-

tered and stimulated as they were, there was

not one to be found who did not express res-

pect, compassion, nay even attachment to Na-

poleon in every possible way.

Of the four faithful servants who accom-

panied the Emperor, Las Casas was undoubt-

edly the one who had hitherto been the least

known to him ; and it might even be said he

had hitherto remained almost a stranger to him ;

but in a few moments circumstances of a for-

tunate nature raised him to an equal footing

with the most confidential, and he was of all

of them perhaps the most useful.

He had lived long in Great Britain, and

consequently could speak of the laws and

E 3
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manners of that country, and serve at the

same time as interpreter with respect to the

language.

He had been a seaman, and consequently

he could answer all questions respecting the

vessel, the sea, the winds, and the course

they were steering.

He had had access to the highest houses,

and taken a part in the most distinguished

societies.

He had executed the Historical Atlas, and

he was therefore able to settle historical points,

and to assign with confidence the different

epochs.

He had been member of the Council of

State, and he was on that account familiar

with the administration, accustomed to labour,

and to draw up papers.



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 55

Lastly, he had been educated in the Mili-

tary School of Paris ; some years before Na-

poleon it is true, but under the same masters

and in the circle of the same fellow scholars ;

the time, therefore, the objects, the recollec-

tions, were almost the same ; and the charm

and the power of the influence of these things

are well known.

The Count from the moment he entered

the ship daily enjoyed, in consequence, the

intimate conversation of the Emperor ; this

intimacy increased every day ; and even dur-

ing the passage Napoleon began already to

dictate to him from memory his Italian cam-

paigns.

On his arriving at St. Helena the Count

enjoyed the inestimable advantage of being

two months quite alone with Napoleon under

the same roof, and passing a part of the

day in the same apartment with him, as the

E A
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limited room of the remote house which was

at first assigned as residence to the Emperor

would not admit of the reception of more

inmates.

When the residence was removed to Long-

wood, the confidence of the Emperor in Las

Casas was firmly rooted, and his society had

already become an affair of habit. The regu-

lar instruction given by the Count in the

English language, frequent solitary walks

taken together, and many nights passed by

him by Napoleon's bedside, all contributed

to give them the firmest confidence in each

other ; and it may justly be affirmed, that

no person in this world, not even any of

those related to him, have had such op-

portunities of learning to know and under-

stand the Emperor, as the man who for eigh-

teen months closely observed him, and that

in all the relations of private life. It was not

with the consent merely, but even with the
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particular satisfaction of the Emperor, that

this faithful servant undertook to bring him

regularly every evening on paper an account of

all that he had seen, or that had been confided

to him throughout the day.

The utility of the Count to Napoleon ; the

writings with which it was known that he

was occupied ; the bold and proud tone in

which, in his letters to England, he expressed

himself respecting the unworthy conduct at

St. Helena, were singly or altogether the occa-

sion of a more narrow inspection, personal me-

naces, and immediate persecution on the part

of the Governor.

Sir Hudson Lowe informed him, that if he

continued to write in the same tone to Europe,

he would effect his removal from Napoleon,

and his transportation to the Cape of Good

Hope ; he shortly afterwards under the pre-

tence of his being suspected withdrew from him
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an inhabitant of the island who was his ser-

rant ; a few days afterwards this person found

means of appearing before Las Casas, notwith-

standing the obstacles which were to be sur-

mounted in approaching Longwood, and with

an air of secrecy asked his old master if he had

any commissions for London, to which he gave

out that he was going. The Count confided

to him the letters which were at first destined

to be delivered into the Governor's own hands,

but which on account of the above mentioned

menaces were withheld. A few hours, how-

ever, had scarcely elapsed when the papers en-

trusted to the servant, either through treachery

or some unfortunate accident were already in

the hands of the Governor. In the very pre-

sence as it were of the Emperor, the Count was

seized and dragged away ;
his apartments were

violently broken open; his effects searched; the

whole of his papers were taken 'possession of,

an'd he himself was placed under strict confine-

ment.
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The public journals of every country have

mentioned the excessive sufferings, and the

numberless persecutions,
which from that mo-

ment fell to the share of the Count. After his

removal from Longwood, he was kept for five

weeks in St. Helena in close custody ; dragged

from thence a distance of five hundred miles

to the Cape of Good Hope, he was compelled

to remain there eight months as a prisoner, in

complete opposition to the most sacred provi-

sions of the English laws. In a state of dan-

gerous illness he was thrown into a small ves-

sel of two hundred and thirty tons, with a crew

of twelve men, and constantly treated as a pri-

soner, and he was obliged to endure all the

hflrdships of a passage of nearly a hundred

days.

On entering the Thames, a subaltern agent

of the English police seized all his papers, re-

fusing even to draw up an inventory of thena,

and then sent him as a prisoner to the conti-
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nent. Struggling with death, he was dragged

through the kingdom of the Netherlands, and

when he left its frontiers, it was yet uncertain

whether his fetters would be removed, or whe-

ther his imprisonment would be still continued.

If they had any crime to lay to his charge, it

was not a sufficient punishment to carry him

round the world in this manner ; but if his

conduct was undeserving of reproach, these

persecutions and inflictions were in reality

most cruel.

The British wave which had brought the

Count from such a distance, and borne him

for such a length of time, at length receded on

the other side of the Rhine. At Frankfort on

the Maine, the angry waves threw out their

victim, half dead in consequence of an impri-

sonment of thirteen months, and a voyage of

one hundred and thirty days, over a space of

three thousand French miles, at the very time

when bodily infirmities, distress of mind, and
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tortured feelings had nearly put an end to his

sufferings. The health of the Count will ne-

ver recover from the dreadful trial to which it

was exjx>sed ; it has given rise to infirmities

which he will carry with him to his grave.

<f The hand of my executioner at St. Helena

" and the Cape of Good Hope," he frequently

exclaimed when overpowered by his sufferings,

' f
will bring me to my grave before my time."

Immediately after his arrival at Frankfort,

Las Casas petitioned Austria for protection.
"

Sire," he wrote to the Emperor Francis,
" he

"
who, great 'under all circumstances, from

" the rock of misery wrote these noble words,

" which have given a high elevation to my
" heart :

' Wherever you may go, boast of

" ' the fidelity which you have shown to me'

" he has given me claims on the benevolence

" of all kings. Sire, I place myself under

"
your Imperial Majesty's protection !"



62 MEMOIRS OF

This petition was immediately granted, and

since that time the Count has been left in peace.

Scarcely had Las Casas fixed his residence

at Frankfort, when from every quarter he was

met with a tender and affectionate interest, an

active sympathy, and offers of every kind in

order to sweeten and allay his sufferings. High

and low, persons near and at a distance from

him, countrymen and strangers, all magnani-

mous souls flocked to see the man whose great-

ness of character, and magnanimity had alone

plunged him in such calamity.

The Count rejected all visits and offers, and

withdrew into the solitude of mourning and

pain.
" At a distance from politics," he said,

K and paying homage only to the feelings of

<(

personal love, I will employ my last mo-
" ments in endeavours to send some consolation

w to that ominous rock ; leave me in peace to

"
fulfil this sacred duty, and I shall esteem
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"
myself happy ; I demand nothing more than

" to be the beggar of Belisarius."

The hero of history, the hero of the century,

Napoleon, immediately after the Count was

torn from his side, in a writing with his own

hand, gave him a testimonial which places him

in the rank of those, who by their constancy,

their inviolable fidelity, and moral virtues have

made themselves ornaments of humanity. The

journals of every country have communicated

extracts of this letter, the contents of which

are as honorable to the heart of the great man

who wrote it, as flattering to the faithful ser-

vant to whom this letter is an immortal reward.

We will select a few passages from it.

" My dear Count Las Casas," it is said in it,

" my heart keenly feels what you suffer,

f< since you were torn from my side.

.

" Your conduct at St, Helena, has been
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"
your whole life, honourable and irreproach-

"
able; it gives me pleasure to say this to you.

*' Your society had become necessaryto me.

" How many nights have you not passed
"

during my illness by my bedside ! !

tf Wherever you may go, boastof the fidelity

which you have shewn to me, and of the

"
love which I bear to you.

"If you see again one day my wife and my
"

son, embrace them ! ! !

" As every thing leads to the supposition that

"
you will not be allowed before your departure

" to visit me once more, receive herewith my
tf

embraces, the assurance of my esteem and

" of my friendship. Farewell!"

We close here this biographical j sketch,

which in a narrow circle contains vicissitudes of
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fortune and situations of life in which con-

stancy and other manly virtues have been sub-

jected to a high degree of probation. Las

Casas stepped into the world on the stage of

superfluity and external grandeur. He was

thrown amongst the multitude and even into

the abyss of misery and want ; by courage,

diligence, and labour, he again rose above this

situation. From the charms and attractions

of a private life he made a transition to the

cares, troubles, and uneasiness of a public

life. And from the summit of felicity, he

was finally precipitated into an abyss of

troubles which the human imagination can.

only picture to itself with dismay. These are

the singular and unusual circumstances of a

life, distinguished by vicissitudes of fortune,

and severe trials of virtue, which have always

been passed laudably and irreproachably. Las

Casas has often been heard to affirm that he

repented of none of all the circumstances of

his life ; what he lamented only was, that he

F
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had not always duly availed himself of them

to his own advantage ; but he could affirm

this much with pride, that from none of them

either his conscience or his heart were in the

least burdened.

A distinguished mildness of disposition, ho-

nesty, a feeling heart, pleasant manners, and

the reliance which might safely be placed in

him in society, procured the Count in all

periods of his life, in all places, and in all

situations, tender and intimate friends, and

left on the minds of all with whom he was

ever connected publicly or privately, a feeling

of good-will towards him.

In 1814 when the catastrophe in France

took place, he was given to understand both by

written and oral communications from Holland

and Illyria, where he had been some time em-

ployed in commissions for the Emperor, that

in case the calamity of his country should over-
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take him personally, he had only to bear in

mind that he possessed a place of refuge and

friends in distant lands.

The domestic and private conversation of

the Count is able, agreeable, convincing, and

both various and instructive; but it is impos-

sible for him in a society of several persons to

carry on a regular discussion, and duly to de-

fend or maintain any cause. This last circum-

stance occasioned by a want of self confidence

and a high degree of reserve, the consequence

of it, were the cause of depriving him of a

most brilliant piece of fortune which was with-

in his reach ; accident had placed it a moment

before him, so that he had only to stretch out

his hands and seize it ; of this he had after-

wards a certain knowledge from the very best

source.

The prominent qualities to which he owes

all the advantages which he has enjoyed in

F 2
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the course of his life, might be said to be thtf

work of his own creation. He had been con-

tinually employed in endeavours to form and

perfect his moral character ; to sharpen his

judgment by the dissection and examination

of difficult questions ; to free himself from pre-

judices by reflection and by the search after

truth ; and, above all things, to keep his ima-

gination in constant activity by directing it

towards elevated and useful objects. A noble

soul ; a warm heart ; a love for every thing

good approaching to enthusiasm, and a certain

dash of the romantic, were at all times the

main springs of his life.

The magnanimous devotion to Napoleon

however, throws all the other noble actions

of the Count into the shade, and will without

doubt transmit his memory to future ages.

The opinion of all parties coincides in de-

claring his conduct on this occasion to be

heroic, wonderful and sublime, and in bestow-
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ing on him the name of the martyr of devotion,

the hero of fidelity. During his imprisonment

in the enemy's country at the Cape of Good

Hope, he found one day on his writing desk

an anonymous letter in verse, of which the

rhyme betrayed perhaps something of a foreign

origin, but to the sentiments of which every

one will certainly most readily subscribe. The

following were the verses :

Digne heritier des vertus de ton nom,

De Las Casas imitateur fidele,

Lui d'un peuple opprim6 fut 1'ardent champion,

Toi d'un nouveau Richard te montres le Blondele.

Besides the qualitiesabove mentioned, Las Ca-

sas is also distinguished by a high degree of dis-

interestedness and self denial, and by an almost

blind confidence in the rectitude and the sin-

cerity of other men ; this drew down on him

at Longwood the reproach that he was not

unfrequently as unsuspecting and as credulous

as a child.

F 3
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The Count has several children ; his wife

is descended from the
faiiiily of Kergarion,

one of the most distinguished in Britanny,

and one of the most celebrated in French his-

tory. When the news reached her of the

dreadful deportation to the rock of St Helena,

neither the great distance, nor the dangers and

hardships of a sea voyage, nor her weak state

of body, nor her little children, could deter

her from the heroic resolution of sharing the

sufferings of her husband ; she was incessant

in her intreaties to the English government to

permit her to carry her design into execution.

The refusal of her intreaties was a signal

favour of heaven ; for she would have left

Europe at the very time her husband was

dragged from St. Helena. From what hard-

ships and what sufferings has she not escaped !

Las Casas has received two highly in-

teresting presents from Napoleon. One of

them is a small camp 4ftci with which Na-
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poleon honoured him at Briars in the moment

of landing at St. Helena, observing ;

"
I made

" use of this 4lui the day before the battle of

" Austerlitz." The second not less an historical

object in its kind, is a pair of spurs which he

received from the Emperor at Longwood. On

giving them, the Emperor asked the servant

where he had used them ?
"

Sire," answered

the servant,
"

in the campaign of Dresden, and

" in that of Champ-Aubert." What high value

will not all these things have one day for

posterity !

There are several publications of Las Casas

and memoirs on objects of administration, &c.

namely,

I. The Historical Atlas, of which mention

has already been made, and which was re-

ceived by the public with distinguished ap-

plause. It had a large sale. It includes all

countries, all times, all opinions, and all classes

F4
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of civil society, and forms in itself as it were

a whole library. It serves as a manual to the

merchant, the teacher, the man of learning

and the man of the world. When on the

arrival of Napoleon on board the English ship,

on his arrival at St. Helena, and on the passage

of strangers through that island, he found the

Historical Atlas universally known, he re-

proached himself with having hitherto been so

little acquainted with that work. He first

examined it with attention when on board the

Northumberland ; he afterwards perused it fre-

quently at Longwood, and never laid it down

without adding, "What an admirable collection!

" What details ! What a noble review ! Your

"
book," said he one day to the Count,

" has

" been very successful, but I should have pro-

* f cured for it a very different degree of success

" had I possessed a proper knowledge of it."

II. A good number of Reports and Me-

moirs on various subjects of administration;
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the spirit of an enlightened man of business

and ofa good citizen is every where perceptible

in them. These Memoirs came first into the

cabinet of the Emperor, and were afterwards

transmitted to the different ministries. The

most important are:

Rapport sur la Mission en Hollande. Ex-

pose des diverses Branches de 1'Admi-

nistration, et particulierement de tous

ks Details de la Marine, ses Ressources,

ses Ameliorations, etc. etc.

Me"moire sur 1'Organisation de la Marine

mate"rielle et personnelle de 1'Empire,

Systeme de Guerre a adopter dans les

Circonstances politiques du Moment,

1810.

Rapport sur la Mission en Illyrie, sur la

Liquidation de la Dette et les diverses

Branches de son Administration, leur

Amelioration, &c. 1811.
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Me'moire sur la Creation d'une Marine

dans 1'Adriatique, 1'Exploitation des

im menses Forets Illyriennes, et la cer-

titude de regner en peu de terns dans

cette Mer et les Parages adjacents, etc.

Rapport sur les Dp6ts de Mendicite* de

FEmpire, les Prisons publiques, les

Maisons de Correction, leur Amelio-

ration, etc. 1813.

III. Thejournal regularly keptof all that was

said by Napoleon every day at St. Helena

during eighteen months; his public and private

conversations, &c. This journal is still in the

hands of the English authorities. The value

of such a document depends on its contents

and its genuineness. History demands it back,

and it is hoped the demand will not be made

in vain,
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PART II.

LETTER
FROM

COUNT DE LAS CASAS AT ST. HELENA

TO

LUCIEN BONAPARTE,

CONTAINING

A faithful Account of the Voyage of Napoleon to

St. Helena, and of his Residence, Manner of

Living, and Treatment on that Island.





PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

ALL the public journals of Europe have

spoken of the discovery of a secret corre-

spondence, on account of which Count Las

Casas, formerly Counsellor of State of France

and Chamberlain of the Emperor, one of the

faithful few who accompanied Napoleon to

St. Helena, was first transported from that

island to the Cape of Good Hope, and after-

wards conveyed back to Europe. This secret

correspondence discovered by Sir Hudson

Lowe, the English governor, consisted of a

letter to Prince Lucien Bonaparte in Rome ;

in which Las Casas gave an exact and authentic

relation of the voyage of Napoleon to the

island of St. Helena, and of his residence,

way of living, and treatment there. The
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English seized the original of this letter, and it

is either still in the hands of the British go-

rernor of St. Helena, or it has been trans-

mitted by him to the British ministry 9

London.

The author had however preserved a copy

of it among his papers, and he has been so

fortunate as to bring it with him to Europe.

This memorable document translated from the

original French is now for the first time in-

troduced to the knowledge of the public.

Neither the French text nor an English trans-

lation has ever yet appeared in print. The

translator had the advantage of executing

his task under the eyes of the author. We
have every reason to believe that this pro-

duction as it is here given to the public,

(making allowance for a few trifles perhaps,

and matters of secondary importance,) cor-

responds exactly with the original, the dis-

covery of which brought down on its author
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so many sufferings, vexations, and persecutions.

A few things only may have been added from

recollection in the original, which were not in-

serted in the copy.

In the hundred days after the return of Na-

poleon from the island of Elba, the Count

was placed as Chamberlain beside Prince

Lucien. When the Emperor terminating his

political career and renouncing for ever all

thoughts of ambition, adopted the resolution

of fixing his residence in the free States of

America, he chose among others, Las Casas

to accompany him. This honour was joyfully

accepted by Las Casas who had determined

that he would never more separate himself

from the man for whom he was filled with so

much admiration and felt in his heart so warm

an attachment. But fate had decreed other-

wise. It was force, however, alcne, which suc-

ceeded in destroying the favourite plan of his

free and determined will ; no regard was
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paid by force to the inviolable fidelity witb

which the servant clung to his former master

and sovereign, who appeared to him still greater

in his misfortunes than in the splendour of

triumph ;
no regard was paid to such a display

of generous devotion which merited a better

reward. A loving wife and children, towards

whom the heart of their father was filled

with tender affection, had been left behind by

the unfortunate Las Casas, that he might

follow, thousands of miles from his country,

the man to whom, without being indebted for

estate or wealth, he was devoted with his

whole heart and soul. And when the object

of a long and dangerous voyage was fortunately

attained; when the haven of repose was finally

reached, and he could give himself wholly up

to his feelings ; then was he suddenly torn by

force from the side of the man to whom his

society and acquirements seemed to render him

almost indispensable.
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Perhaps when Las Casas parted from Lu-

cien to accompany Napoleon to Rochefort,

he gave him the consolatory assurance that he

would communicate to him from time to time

an account of what might befall his brother in

foreign lands. Scarcely had they reached that

island so far distant from every continent and

surrounded by swelling billows in the wilder-

ness of the ocean, when the faithful compa-

nions in misfortune of the former Emperor

saw themselves constrained to subscribe a pa-

per, importing that they would abstain from en-

tering into any secret correspondence for the

purpose of aiding the escape of Napoleon from

St. Helena. Should any of them make the

attempt and be discovered in the act, the pu-

nishment was to be perpetual separation from

their beloved master, and removal to Europe.

They were all so devoted to Napoleon, that

nothing appeared to them more severe than

this removal ; for willingly they suffered with

him every inconvenience, sharing by his side

G
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the dreary and joyless stillness of a hermit's

life on an inhospitable island, and voluntarily

renouncing all the pleasures and enjoyments of

the world. Days, weeks, months, years, pas-

sed on in uninterrupted solitude ; no news

from Europe reached the island : they were

glad when they could find an accidental notice,

respecting some of the dear objects they had

left so far behind them, in a couple of English

journals which from time to time came into

their hands. But from these very papers they

soon ascertained that every thing respecting

Napoleon was grossly misrepresented ; that in-

cessant efforts had been made to supply the

place of truth by the basest falsehoods, and

that an unbounded course was allowed to the

most vindictive party spirit, and the most

coarse and vulgar calumnies. Napoleon him-

self never lost that rare equanimity which he

has uniformly possessed, even in the heat of

battle, in the contemplation of so many dis-

plays of that cowardice which seeks only to
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trample on the fallen ; often enough had he

learned to desprse the actions of men, and par-

ticularly of the great, and what he now expe-

rienced could only confirm him in his previous

opinions. But his companions in misfortune

were one and all enraged at such an unvaried

course of deceitful hypocrisy, low calumny,

and ingratitude on the one hand, and at the

depravity of feeling on the other, which could

derive any satisfaction from the indignities of-

fered to the lion in his chains, whom they so

much feared when free.

Las Casas had employed himself in keeping

a journal, in which, with the most careful punc-

tuality, he gave an account of every thing that

happened to Napoleon and his companions,

from the time of their leaving France. A cir-

cumstantial relation was here given of what

was daily said and done by Napoleon. It con-

tained nothing but an unvarnished relation of

facts, and it seemed therefore the best calcu-

G 2
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lated for exposing in all their nakedness the

many unfounded tales and lies which malice and

wickedness had intentionally invented and pro-

pagated. But alas in times when party spirit

prevails, the demon of persecution may pursue

without hindrance her wicked game, and at-

tack and calumniation may be open to every

one, while on the other hand no one is al-

lowed to repel the calumny ! The journal has

reached Europe ; but care has been taken to

prevent its contents from reaching the public

eye. Perhaps they are afraid of affording an

opportunity to the public of expressing its

opinion aloud on the subject. Whoever is em-

ployed in deception cannot endure the naked

truth.

Napoleon had left behind in the distant west,

a loving mother, a tender wife, a hopeful son,

brothers and sisters, and many other relations

and friends. Were they to be all kept in anx-

ious and cruel uncertainty respecting the fate
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of him to whom all were attached by ties of

affection and gratitude, and whose hard fate

must have filled them with double sympathy ?

Ought not they at least to have been informed

of the true state of things, which such endea-

vours were made to conceal from the eyes of

the world, a state of things which was so much

misrepresented, that in the immense distance,

it was impossible to separate the truth from

falsehood ? But there are men by whom all

the feelings that dwell in the human breast are

accounted as nothing, when they wish to gra-

tify their passions. The unfortunate man who

had been almost deified in his prosperity, was

now unfeelingly interdicted from even the most

harmless communications to his family. Las

Casas moved by this cruel and revolting con-

duct, which indeed excited in him feelings of

the most rooted disgust, seems then to have re-

collected the promise which he made to Lucien

Bonaparte on leaving France. A favorable op-

portunity unexpectedly offered itself for con-

G 3
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veymg this circumstantial account to Europe,

and Las Casas did not hesitate to avail him-

self of it.

A servant of British extraction whom the

Count took into his service at St. Helena, was

to sail with the first vessel for England. He

undertook to deliver punctually the letter

which was entrusted to him with so much care.

But he had scarcely left Longwood with the

treasure committed to his custody when it was

in the hands of the British Governor. Count

Las Casas is to this moment unacquainted

with the means of which Sir Hudson Lowe

availed himself to defeat all the precautions

which had been adopted, and to obtain pos-

session of the letter. The practised cunning

of the Governor may have enabled him to dis-

cover the existence of this letter, and it may

have been taken forcibly from the messenger

the moment he entered the ship ; or he may

have dexterously employed an Englishman to



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 87

gain the confidence of his master by all man-

ner of artifices, that he might induce him to

take the step which the Governor had at heart,

in order to betray him afterwards. Las Casas

has never since heard any thing of this man.

The latter supposition would almost seem to

be. the truth, and the Governor had no other

view perhaps than to find an occasion which

he had long wished for, for separating by force

from Napoleon, a man who was attached to

him with all his heart and soul, and who from

his knowledge and acquirements was of such

great utility to him. For, in the judgment of

Las Casas, the whole of the endeavours of the

British Governor at St. Helena are directed to

the annoying him by every means in his power,

that he may cause him to drain the cup of

misery to the very lees.

The letter addressed by Count Las Casas to

Lucien Bonaparte was the corpus delicti, by the

discovery ofwhich the Governor conceived him-

G 4
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self authorised to let the whole weight of his

vengeance fall on the man, who on account of

the attachment which under all circumstances

he had shewn to Napoleon, and the resistance

which he had with constant prudence opposed

to his pretensions, he endeavoured more par-

ticularly to persecute with his most bitter

hatred. At all events the discovery of a se-

cret political correspondence having for object

the escape of Napoleon from the island of

St. Helena, carried on by an individual in the

retinue of the Ex-emperor, could only justify

Governor Lowe in removing him from the

island, and sending him back to Europe. But

the lust of vengeance of this man was not to

be so easily satisfied. Count Las Casas after

his removal by force from Longwood, was

treatedas a prisoner, guarded as a criminal, and,

after some time, transported from St. Helena to

the Cape of Good Hope as the English colony

nearest to that island ; and there kept many

months in strict and solitary confinement at
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a distance from Cape-Town and all polished

society, deep in the interior of the country of

the Hottentots ; till, at last, after all these

sufferings and tedious persecutions, it was

thought proper to throw the prisoner into a

small vessel bound for Europe. All this is more

circumstantially described in the foregoing au-

thentic memoirs of Count Las Casas.

, ,

The Count succeeded, though not without

great difficulty, in concealing from the Argus

eyes of the British commander and his guards

a considerable number of his papers and ma-

nuscripts, of more or less importance, and of

no common interest for history; and in se-

curing them on board the ship which was

ordered to convey him to England. But

scarcely had this vessel entered the Thames,

when English police agents, at the special

command and with the secret instructions of

Lord Bathurst, took possession of all his papers,

portfolios, books, and letters. Among them
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was the copy of the letter addressed to Lucien

Bonaparte, and dated from Longwood in St.

Helena, which we here lay entire before our

readers for their opinion, and which was then

a second time on the point of being destroyed,

or at least withdrawn from publicity.

Las Casas was compelled to leave all his

papers behind in the hands of the British

agents in England ; they allowed him how-

ever previously to affix his seal to the packet.

The Count himself was not allowed to set his

foot on English ground ; he, and his son of

eighteen, who, at St. Helena and the Cape of

Good Hope, never left his side, were conveyed

on board another vessel and landed for the first

time at Ostend, where he was delivered up

to the custody of the authorities of the

Netherlands. When on the station of the

Thames, he endeavoured to obtain leave to

embark for the United States of America, but

without success.
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It is known from all the journals that Count

Las Casas, when he again set foot on the

European continent was escorted like a state

criminal through the whole of the kingdom of

the Netherlands, under the constant super-

intendence of the police, without being allowed

to halt in any one town, notwithstanding the

state of his health which was shattered by so

many disasters. On the frontiers of the Ne-

therlands he was delivered over to the Prussian

authorities who conveyed him in the same

manner to Frankfort on the Maine; where,

after such long and incessant persecutions, he

at length found, under the protection of Au-

stria, a quiet and secure asylum from all

further oppression.

In Frankfort he again recovered possession

of that manuscript which we have com-

municated in a translation to the public. Mr.

Lamb, the British Envoy to the Diet and the

town ofFrankfort, received from his government
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a commission to deliver up to Count Las Casas

all the packets taken from him in the Thames;

and in one of them he found under seal the

copy of the letter addressed from St. Helena to

Lucien Bonaparte.

This production which may be numbered

among the most interesting documents of

modern times, is of the highest importance to

the politician as well as the historian. A
clear light sufficient to enable us to come to a

correct decision on the subject, is here for the

first time thrown on a number of events and

transactions, which are either altogether un-

known in Europe, or which must have ap-

peared enigmatical and almost inexplicable; so

much were they disguised and disfigured by

passion and the unfair aspect under which

they were exhibited. No man of late times

has been more the subject of party rage than

Napoleon. This extraordinary character has

seldom been viewed through a correct me-
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Jium or been the subject of an impartial

judgment. In the -same manner as in the

zenith of fortune he was extolled beyond mea-

sure, so now in the nadir of misfortune he

is equally undervalued beyond measure. If in

our days many rulers have an interest in

striving in every possible way to detract from

the character of him, before whom they so

long trembled ; if they take a pleasure in

the cowardly abuse of the mighty fallen,

before whom they so lately abjectly pros-

trated themselves, now that he is stript of his

power and in chains ; if force is misapplied for

the purpose of concealing truth behind the

mark of deception, and misleading the public

opinion by a system of fraud and dissimu-

lation : it then becomes more than ever

necessary for the friend of truth undauntedly

to proclaim an audiatur et altera pars ; that

a few rays of light may at least penetrate into

that obscurity by which such evident attempts

have been made to bury the truth.
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The most erroneous ideas are entertained in

Europe respecting almost every thing which

relates to Napoleon at St. Helena. This letter

will dispel the fog which shrouded the truth

in obscurity. Lords Castlereagh and Bathurst,

who now rule the British cabinet, may find in

it sufficient reasons to induce them to let him

whom they formerly dreaded now feel that he

is in their power ; but posterity, which is more

correct and impartial in its judgments than

the present age, will in turn pronounce sentence

on them ; and indeed it will be not a little

difficult even for their contemporaries to re-

cognize in their treatment of Napoleon any

thing of that English generosity which was

formerly so celebrated. Had Napoleon in

the height of his distress voluntarily thrown

himself into the arms of an Alexander, instead

of relying on British sincerity, how very

different might not the lot of the unfortunate

monarch have been ? A Tamerlane could order

a Bajazet to be carried about in an iron cage,
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that he might exhibit the powerful sultan

whom he overcame in a state of the lowest

humiliation ; but what name would be as-

signed in the annals of history to a ruler of

the nineteenth century, who should wish to

select Timur Tamerlane as his model ?

Whoever peruses the following letter with-

out party feelings, will hardly be able to

persuade himself that an Emperor of Russia,

the exalted founder of a holy Christian al-

liance, whose magnanimous sentiments have

been so much extolled ;
an Emperor of Austria,

connected with the unfortunate Prince by the

indissoluble ties of near relationship, can ap-

prove of that which is now going on in the

distant island of St. Helena. And the person

of Napoleon does not belong to the English

ministers alone ; it belongs with equal right to

those monarchs ; and hence they have their

own commissioners on the island.
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This production, from the nature of the

reporter, and the particular situation in which

he was placed, whereby it becomes a true his-

torical document, possesses a peculiar interest.

It is of more value than the well known ma-

nuscript from St. Helena, which is destitute of

all authenticity, and was composed in Europe.

The author wrote it for the sake of the family

of Napoleon, and from this its original des-

tination, it is evident that he could have

no motive to make use of harsher colours in

his pictures than were necessary in a full

relation of facts. The disposition in which

he then was is evident from the language and

the expressions of which he has made choice ;

but his character answers for the truth.
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LETTER, &c.

MY LORD,

I have just received your letter from Rome,

dated March 6, 1816. I esteem myself for-

tunate that your Highness has been pleased

to give me this proof of your remembrance.

I cannot better exert myself to make a suit-

able return for the kindness you have shown

me, than in transmitting to you from time to

time for your whole family, a circumstantial

and continued narrative of all that relates to

the Emperor, and particularly his health, oc-

cupations, and the treatment which he ex-

periences. I shall be particularly careful to

lay things before you exactly as they have

taken place. In doing so, I feel assured that

yourHighness wilt if necessary conceal from the

susceptible heart of a mother those circum-

H
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stances of which the recital might give her

too much pain.

That my report may be complete, I will

carry it back almost to the moment, when I

took leave of your Highness in the Palais

Royal to place myself voluntarily in the service

of the Emperor. I commence, therefore, with

the period when I followed his Majesty to

Malmaison, with the intention of never more

leaving him ; beginning my relation with the

moment when the Emperor on entering the

coach, amidst the thunder of the enemy's guns,

in a message to the provincial government at

Paris informed them, "that when he renounced

" the sovereignty, he had by no means re-*

e< nounced at the same time the noblest right of

tf a citizen, that of combating for his country ;

"
that, if demanded, he was ready to place

" himself at the head of the army ; that the

"
situation of things was sufficiently known to

" him ; that he was certain of gaining such ad-
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* c

vantages over the enemy as would afford

tf the government time and means to enter

" on negotiations with more advantage ; and

" that he should not the less prosecute his

"
journey immediately after obtaining the

<e
victory."

On the rejection of this offer on the part of

the provisional government, we set out on the

evening of the 29th June for Rochefort, where

two frigates were ordered to convey us to the

United States of America. This was the

asylum of which the Emperor had made

choice.*

* Even at the lime of Napoleon's first renunciation of

the throne, a wish was entertained by not a few of his

friends that the Emperor would adopt the resolution of

choosing the United States for the future residence of

himself and his family ; and when he was sovereign of the

island of Elba, and the apprehensions of the European

courts seemed to have no end so long as he remained in

H 2
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The Emperor, with a part of his retinue

which consisted of several coaches, performed

Europe ;
and there were even abundance of indications

that, notwithstanding the treaties concluded with him, it

was in contemplation, in more quarters than one, to adopt

violent measures against him ;
these wishes and demands

were reiterated. The letter which on this subject the

Duke of Otranto (Fouche
1

) wrote to the Emperor at Elba,

has obtained publicity through the journals. On the

second renunciation of the throne, this plan was to have

been actually carried into execution. Joseph Bonaparte

set off in haste before Napoleon, and New York was

fixed on as the general rendezvous for the whole of the

rest of the family, as well as of those persons who might

not deem it advisable to remain in Franca. Napoleon,

himself, had never entertained a thought of amassing a

private estate, or even of laying by money. Every thing

that has been publicly circulated on this subject is pure

invention. But the brothers and sisters of Napoleon,

particularly Joseph and Lucien, .possessed considerable

wealth, and nothing more was sought for in America than

to live free from care and secure from all farther per-

secution, and to follow the calm pursuits of agriculture

and literature.
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this journey without any escort, and amidst

the acclamations and greetings of multitudes

who poured in from all quarters to the roads

along which he passed. It was difficult to

remain unmoved at such a spectacle. The

Emperor was the only person who was free

from agitation. On every countenance it was

easy to read regret for that which they lost,

and anxious apprehension for that which was

to come. This was, indeed, an affecting and

singular spectacle. It furnished matter both

for feeling and reflection.

On our arrival at Rochefort, we remained

several days in anxious expectation of the

passes, which had been promised us on our

departure from Paris. In the mean time

events followed each other so quickly, and

every thing assumed so rapid a progress, that

circumstances prescribed the propriety of our

weighing anchor without delay, and putting

to sea. The enemy had already entered Paris ;

H 3
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our main army fell back behind the Loire full

of discontent and rage. The armies in La

Vendee and of Bordeaux participated in the

same feelings. All the inhabitants were in an

extraordinary fermentation j from all parts

the Emperor was intreated, nay even over-

whelmed, with petitions to take on himself the

care of the public welfare and to guide the

fortunes of France. But his final determi

nation had now been taken. On the other

hand, the English cruizers were in view, and

hovered day and night about the port of

Rochefort. Every pass seemed guarded and

closed. Besides the winds were uniformly con-

trary. While in this manner, every account

which we received from the interior impe-

riously commanded us to to hasten our de-

parture, every thing at sea concurred to render

it impossible. In this extremity of embar-

rassment, the Emperor dispatched me to an

English cruizer, as from my early emigration

from France and my residence in England,
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I possessed a knowledge of the English. I.

asked if they had heard any thing of and had

any knowledge of the passes which we were

to receive for America. With respect to this

circumstance, they were in a complete state

of ignorance. I painted our true situation ; the

offers which had been made to the Emperor ;

his refusal, and his fixed resolution to abide by

the determination which he had once adopted.

I put a question in such a manner that I might

be enabled to learn whether it might not be

possible to get away in a neutral vessel. The

English captain had orders to take any such

vessel. I spoke of the sailing of the frigates

under the flag of truce. The English captain

had orders to attack them. I represented to

him the whole extent of the evil, of which he

might be the cause, were he to compel the

Emperor to return again to land. He assured

me that, in this respect, he wished to take

nothing on himself; in the mean time he

H 4



104 MEMOIRS OF

would apply without delay to his admiral and

give me an answer within two days.

During the interval, every thing on our part

which the imagination can suggest was ex-

hausted, for the purpose of discovering means

of escaping from this port, and gaining the

open sea. Even the desperate idea was sug-

gested of crossing the ocean in two light and

frail fishing harks. Young pupils of the ma-

rine, animated by the most fiery courage, and

an enthusiasm which sets all obstacles at defi-

ance, had come to offer their services on such

a hazardous design, and to man the boats.

The Emperor adopted the plan ; but in the

moment of departure, we found ourselves com-

pelled to abandon it. For among other diffi-

culties, the seamen informed us that it would

be absolutely necessary to land on the coasts of

Spain and Portugal to take in fresh water.

In the mean time the moral storm raged
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more and more furiously around us, and the

thunder, in constant progression, was advancing

nearer and nearer to us. The demands and

entreaties addressed to the Emperor increased.

Generals came in person, supplicating him in

the most earnest manner to put himself at

their head. The Emperor remained immove-

able, and no representation could induce him

to renounce the determination he had once ta-

ken. The firmness and strength of his charac-

ter are well known. *'
No," he uniformly an-

swered,
" the evil is now without remedy. It is

tc not in my power now to do any thing for the

"
country. A civil war would be now without

"
olyect, without advantage to the kingdom.

" For me alone it might be useful in so far as

4<
it might be the means of obtaining many

"
advantageous conditions for me ; but 1

" must purchase them with the inevitable

"
loss of whatever France possesses of noble

" and magnanimous ; I abhor this."
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It was this very way of thinking which pre-

vented the Emperor, when his renunciation

occasioned by treachery, became necessary,

from reserving Corsica to himself; no hostile

cruizer could have prevented him from reach-

ing that island. But he did not wish that it

should be said of him, in the shipwreck which

he foresaw the French people would suften

that he alone procured an asylum for himself,

having retired to his own home.

In vain I waited all this time for an answer

from the English, and as 1 received none I re-

turned to the English vessel. The captain

had not yet received any communication from

his. admiral; but he informed me this time,

that on the part of his government he was em-

powered to convey Napoleon and his suite to

England, in case this should be agreeable to

him. I answered that I should immediately

communicate this offer to the Emperor, and



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 1O7

that I did not doubt that he would magnani-

mously and without distrust avail himself of

it, in order to obtain in England itself the

means of repairing to America. The captain

observed, that he could not give us a certain

assurance that this would be granted ; but he

assured us, and several officers expressed the

same opinion, that we ought not to entertain

the slightest doubt of our experiencing in Eng-

land, a treatment worthy of the high character,

the greatness and magnanimity of the British

nation.

On my return the Emperor assembled us

around him, to hear our opinions. We all

agreed that we ought to accept the offer of hos-

pitality which was made to us. The slightest

apprehension did not occur to any of us.
" An

"
opportunity," said we,

" will here be afforded

"
to the Prince Regent for acquiring renown, and

"
it will be eagerly seized by him. What tri-

"
umph can be more glorious for England than
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" such a noble confidence displayed by her

"
greatest enemy ! What a noble superiority

" of conduct contrasted with that of a father-

" in-law and former friend and ally ! Thi*

" transaction will hereafter constitute one of

" the proudest pages of her history ! What
t( an homage will thereby be yielded to the

" merits and excellence of the English laws !"

I ventured on this occasion to adduce the

high opinion which your Highness entertained

of the national character of the English peo-

ple ; their morality ; their elevated sentiments,

and their influence on the proceedings of the

government. The Emperor was of opinion

that his departure for America would certainly

be viewed with jealousy, and would therefore

experience some difficulties ; but as he made

choice of the asylum merely that he might

live under certain laws, and England offered

him the same advantages, it was of little con-

sequence to him should he be compelled to re-
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main there. He embraced even the resolution

of remaining there ; and with this view he

wrote with his own hand a letter addressed to

the Prince Regent, the contents of which were

at the time published in every journal of

Europe.*

I returned the same evening on board the

Belkrophon, to pass the night there, and I an-

nounced at the same time that the Emperor
would arrive the following morning. I was

* This letter was in these words :

" ROYAL HIGHNESS ! Exposed to the factions which

" divide my country, and to the enmity of the great pow-
" ers of Europe, I have terminated my political career.

/ I come like Themistocles to throw myself on the hospi-

"
tality of the British people. I place myself under the

"
protection of the British laws, and claim it from your

"
Rdyal Highness as the most powerful, the most constant,

" and the most generous of my enemies,

" NAPOLEON."
'

Rychefort, \3thJuly, 1815."
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accompanied by General Gorgaud, His Majes-

ty's Adjutant, who was immediately dispatched

to England. He carried with him the letter

to the Prince Regent, and he was commission-

ed to communicate at the same time to His

Royal Highness the Emperor's wish to land on

his territories under the title of Colonel Duroc,

and to settle himself with his approbation in

some province which might agree with his

health.

Scarcely had the Emperor reached the Bel-

lerophon, when the admiral of the fleet made

his appearance, and cast anchor beside us. His

Majesty expressed a desire to visit the Superb,

the admiral's ship ;
and Admiral Hotham paid

every mark of honour and respect to the Em-

peror with a grace and an elegance highly cre-

ditable to his character.

We now set sail, and our security was so

great, that every one of us indulging in the
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most favorable anticipations, and relying on

the assurances we had received, passed our

time during the whole of the voyage, in inno-

cent dreams respecting our new destination in

the haven of repose, and under the protection

of British hospitality. We were far from

having the least suspicion of our dreadful mis-

take. Scarcely however had we cast anchor

on the English coast, when every thing around

us assumed a most ominous appearance. The

captain communicated immediately with the

land ; on his return, it was easy to read in his

countenance all the evils which awaited us.

He was an honorable man, who had executed

his instructions without knowing any thing of

the dreadful secret under which they were dic-

tated. We had been condemned before hand

to be cast on the inhospitable rock of St. He-

lena, in the midst of the ocean, and five hun-

dred leagues from all land.

From this moment we were placed under the
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strictest superintendence. All communication

with us was interdicted. We were surrounded

by armed vessels, which by discharges of mus-

ketry kept back the curious who ventured to

approach us. Soon afterwards the dreadful

sentence, so unique in its kind, was announced

to us in the harshest expressions and most bit-

ter forms. Not a moment was lost in carrying

it into execution. They took possession of our

swords, rummaged our baggage, in order as they

said to take our money, our bills, diamonds,

and valuable effects under their care. They

supposed they would find the Emperor in pos-

session of treasures : but how little they knew

of him ! They found only four thousand Na-

poleons in his possession, and a little silver

plate which they left him ; objects of daily

and momentary use; some linen; articles of

dress and several chests of his camp library.. .

this constituted the whole of the property of

him who had ruled the world, and disposed of

kings and kingdoms.
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We were conveyed from the Bellerophon to

the Northumberland, to proceed through an

immense ocean to our future destination at the

extremity of the globe.

We had followed the Emperor in great num-

bers ; but four only were allowed to share with

him his sentence of condemnation. Those

who were forced to remain behind wept and

sighed for grief, when they saw him depart.

One of those to whom the happiness was con-

ceded of following him, could not forbear ob-

serving to Lord Keith, who was close beside

him ;

" You will observe, uoy lord, that tears

f( are only shed by those who remain behind."

The Emperor on quitting the English coast,

left behind him a short, simple, and energetic

protest. I insert it here as it has been imper-

fectly communicated in the public journals.

" In the presence of God and man I here so-

i
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"
lemnly protest against the violence done to

" me ; against the violation of my most sacred

"
rights ; my person and liberty being subject*

" ed to force. I came voluntarily on board

" the Bellerophon ; I am not the prisoner of

"
England, I am England's guest.

" I came on the invitation of the Captain
" himself. He told me he had commands
" from the government to receive me, and to

"
convey me and my retinue to England,

" should this be agreeable to me. Relying on

t( this assurance I accepted the offer, that I

"
might place myself under the protection of

"
England.

" From the moment I entered the Bellero-

"
phon, I was under the hospitality of Britain.

" If the government, in issuing orders to the

"
Captain of the Belleroplwn to receive me

" and my retinue, meant to ensnare me, it

" has acted contrary to honour, and degraded
"

its flag.
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*' If this deed shall be completed, in vain have

" the English spoken to Europe of their sin-

"
cerity, their laws, and their liberties. The

"
confidence in British sincerity is annihilated

"
by the hospitality of the Bellerophon.

" I appeal to history. It will say : an ene-

"
my who for twenty years made war against

" the English people, in his misfortune volun-

"
tarily came to seek an asylum under their

" laws. What more splendid proof could he

" have given them of his esteem and his con-

" fidence ? But what return was made to such

t(
magnanimity in England ? They affected to

" stretch forth a hospitable hand towards him,

" and when he gave himself up to them in full

tc
confidence, they sacrificed him.

" On board the Bellerophon at Sea,
4th August 1815.

'

(Signed) NAPOLEON."

.1 2
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This is a true translation of this memorable

document, drawn up in English, which de-

serves to be transmitted to posterity.

With respect to us, full of bitterness of heart

and disgust at such transactions, we exclaimed :

ff What a deceitful and malicious trick ! Are
" we no longer among civilized nations ?

tf Where are the rights of nations and public
"

morality ? We call on God to punish such

" faithlessness ; he is witness to the sincerity

{( with which we acted, and to the treachery
"

practised towards us." It would be difficult

to paint to you the rage which this contemptu-

ous abuse of power, this employment of false-

hood, to take advantage of our innocent cre-

dulity, excited in us. Even now, on the bare

mention of it to your highness, the blood

rushes more rapidly through my veins.

We read in the public journals, that they

had made prisoners of us ; of us who gave our-
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selves up to them so freely, with such magnani-

mous confidence ? It was said, we were under

the necessity of surrendering ourselves at dis-

cretion ; we, who with greatness of soul refused

to avail ourselves by land of the chances of war

in our favour, and who had it in our power to

make the attempt to escape by sea ! Could our

treatment have been worse had we been redu-

ced to the necessity of yielding to force or su-

perior power ? Who can entertain a doubt that

we would not have exposed ourselves to every

danger, have tried every chance of fortune, and

even have rushed on certain death, had we had

the least suspicion of the fate that was destined

us ? The letter of the Emperor to the Prince

Regent, places the intentions of both, and the

confidence, which was so much abused, beyond

a doubt. The English captain to whom it was

communicated before it was sent off, had silent

ly approved its contents, and had nothing to

object to it. We were afterwards told that the

proceedings with respect to the Emperor Na-

i 3
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poleon, and his treatment were not exclusively

the work ofEngland ; that the whole took place .

inconsequenceof an agreement between the four

great allied powers. But the British ministers

are grievously mistaken if they think they can

in this manner efface the stigma which they

have fixed on their nation. For to a pretence

of this sort they will receive for answer :
tf Ei-

(t ther you had entered into this agreement be-

" fore the celebrated victim came into your
"

hands, and you acted unworthily in laying a

"trap to get him into your power; or you
" concluded the agreement after he was in your
"
power ; and in that case you have committed

" the crime of sacrificing the honour of your
"

country, and the sacredness of your laws to

"
foreign views ; a crime which you were not

c< bound to commit."

What evils do not these monstrous breaches

of promise prepare for wretched Europe ! How

many passions will not thereby be again ex-

cited ? Who does not perceive in these mea-



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 11$

sures, as arbitrary as they are tyrannical, in

this contempt of all laws with respect to the

Emperor Napoleon, a widely extended re-action

of political doctrines ? It is the triumph of

kings over the claims of the people. The

storm was allayed ; it is again raised. In vain

they repeat, the revolution was extinguished in

the overthrow of Napoleon. Singular infatu-

ation ! They forgot that it was he who guided

it to its object, and they wish to allow it to be-

gin again and return on us. The nations of

Europe are in a state of greater fermentation

than ever.

The instructions of the English ministers

directed the title of General to be given to the

Emperor, and prohibited every species of par-

ticular attention, and every demonstration of re-

spect not usually paid to a mere General. The

Emperor might have been proud of this title ; it

had gained him immortality; but under the pre-

sent circumstances it was given with a view to

i 4
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insult him. We could not believe that it be-

longed to the English ministry to change at will

the order of things in Europe ; that they pos-

sessed the power of annihilating at pleasure, a ti-

tle and name of a quality, which had been crea-

ted by the will of a great nation, consecrated by

religion, sanctioned by victory, and acknow-

ledged by all manner of treaties with the con-

sent of the whole continent. Hence we were

from that moment fixed in our determination

to continue to give the title of Emperor to him,

who some days before had himself made choice

of the title of Colonel.

Our passage of two months was in other re-

spects, fortunate, uniform, and tranquil. The

vessel, like every other point &f the British do-

minion, was filled with all manner of pamphlets

and libels respecting the person, character,

features, figure, habits, manner of living, and

actions of the Emperor. He fell here into the

midst of all the prejudices which incessant
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defamation had naturally excited against him ;

and to the attentive observer it was a spectacle

of a higher kind than the mere gratification

of curiosity, to observe the clouds of falsehood

disperse before the splendour of truth, and

the horizon assume quite different colours.

They could not comprehend his tranquillity ;

they were quite astonished at his cheerfulness.

They admired the extent of his knowledge,

and more especially the equanimity of his

diposition. When we took leave of each other,

a confession escaped from one, who during the

voyage had had most opportunities of witnessing

his behaviour, that he had never once sur.

prised him in a dissatisfied humour, or seen

him desirous of obtaining any thing.

The Emperor passed the whole of the

morning in his small apartment. About five

o'clock he entered the dining-room when he

played at chess before sitting down to dinner.

During dinner he spoke little and seldom.
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You know, that the Emperor used never to

pass more than eighteen or twenty minutes

at table. Here the dinner lasted two hours*

This was a punishment for him, which he

could not support. They brought him there-

fore, at the end of an hour, coffee, and he

then rose to walk on deck. The Grand Mar-

shal, General Bertrand, and myself, usually

followed him. This was the only time in

which he was to be seen in public. He used

then to send for the officer on duty and some

other persons, as the surgeon or the commis-

sioner, and make inquiries of them respecting

matters in their department. During the first

day, the crew displayed a great curiosity ; but

in a little time it was sympathy alone that drew

people towards him. If any manoeuvre was

to take place which might create a movement

or confusion on deck, the younger part of the

crew would hasten towards him with looks of

kind anxiety and form a circle around him,

with the view of protecting him from any ac-
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cident. The Emperor withdrew at an early

hour to his apartment. This was his manner

of passing the day.

On arriving at St. Helena, after lying two

or three days at anchor, we were landed by

night at James-Town. This is a sort of co-

lonial village or hamlet, consisting of seve-

ral houses, among which some are of consider-

able size and commodiously fitted up for tra-

vellers, as the East India fleet visits this place

every year.

At an early hour next morning the Em-

peror was accompanied by the Admiral to the

interior of the island, to view the residence

which was destined for him. This residence

was in a condition that rendered repairs indis-

pensably necessary, which could not be com-

pleted in a few days. The Emperor was there-

fore obliged to return to James-Town, where

a suffocating heat prevailed highly prejudi-
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cial to health, without including other still

greater inconvcniencies ; this induced him to

fix his residence three or four miles from the

town. The same evening he sent for me, but

the want of room in the house would not

admit of the reception of a third person. It

was a sort of summer house about fifty steps dis-

tant from the residence of the proprietor, and

consisted of a single apartment of a few square

feet on the ground floor.

The Emperor ordered his camp-bed to be

put up here, and he was obliged to sleep,

dress, eat, and walk in the only apartment

which he possessed. 1 slept in a garret-room

above him, which was so small that my son

and myself could scarcely turn in it. The

Emperor's valetde-chambre slept across his

door. The family of the proprietor of the

house, who were honourable and well-disposed

people, lived at a distance of fifty paces from

us, and among them there were two young
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girls of from ten to fourteen years of age ;

these are the ladies who have so often served

as subjects of merriment for the journals of

late. In the first days after our arrival, Na-

poleon visited this family several times ; but as

the hospitality of the landlord was frequently

taken advantage of by persons who from

motives of curiosity were desirous of seeing

the Emperor, he was induced to discontinue

his visits. The other officers of his re-

tinue who had remained in the town visited

him as often as possible; but misunderstandings

and irregularities on the part of the sentinels

rendered these visits always highly difficult

and disagreeable.

The Emperor was in a very bad state of

health, worse than your Highness supposes.

At first we were under the necessity of pro-

curing his dinner from the town ; afterwards

we found means to fit up a kitchen in the

house as well as we could j but we were never
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able to supply him with a bath, which how-

ever was an object of urgent necessity for him.

He was obliged to leave the room on its being

swept or when the bed was made. We took

our walk along the rocky ground, beside the

house, or in a neighbouring alley as soon as

the sun went down, or the moon lighted our

path.

>

In this manner two months were passed ; we

were then taken to Longwood, the place we

now inhabit ; all the intervening time was

requisite to complete the most urgent repairs.

The whole of the new colony were here with

the exception of the Grand Marshal and his

wife, who were obliged for want of room to re-

main behind in a house three miles distant.

Longwood was originally a mere farm of

the East India Company; it had been given by

the Company to the last deputy-governor, who

intended to convert it into a country-seat. The
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latest erection was constructed with such haste,

that it formed but a very unhealthy residence,

and the structure is of so slight a nature that

in less than a year it will in all probability be

uninhabitable.

The Emperor is very uncomfortably lodged

here, and we are almost constantly obliged to

bivouac. To enable you to form some idea

of the matter, I subjoin a sketch of our re-

sidence whiiph my son drew for his mother.

Do not, therefore, givte any belief to the re-

ports of a fine palace of wood, with the de-

scription of which all the English papers were

filled. The pomp is for Europe, but wretch-

edness prevails at St. Helena. Some time

ago indeed a considerable number of rough

boards arrived here ; but as it was calculated

that it would require from eight or ten years

to prepare them, that we should be obliged

to pass the whole of that time among workmen,

and that the expense would be enormous, the
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plan was given up, and the planks are now

left to rot on the place where they were landed.

There is by no means however any want of

houses on the island preferable to that of

Longwood. Plantation-House especially, the

habitation of the Governor, is a building ex-

ecuted in the European taste, with a noble

garden, and shady alleys ; it is furnished with

every convenience that can be expected here.

This would be a much more suitable residence

for the Emperor, and considerable expenses

might be thereby saved. But the removal of

a governor from his residence for the sake of

the celebrated exile, would have been a

measure indicative of a respect such as we are

assured the English ministry will not allow to

be shewn to him.

The external environs of Longwood are

indeed wretched in the extreme ; no plant will

thrive here, except on the application of a care
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which greatly exceeds our powers ;
in a word,

it is the desart of the island ; nature has here

set herself in direct opposition to every settle-

ment and every kind of cultivation of the

ground. There is a great want of water ; shade

is nowhere to be found ; nothing is to be seen

but heath, a few bushes, and the gum-tree,

which is of inconsiderable size, has no leaves

and affords no shade ; and we are besides en-

gaged in constant war, in the true sense of the

word, with armies of rats and mice.

But the traveller who after a long voyage

lands here, whose eye wearied with the dull

sameness of the waves, is disposed to admire

the first ground he sets foot on ; and who on a

fine day clambers up to our plain, lost in

astonishment at the frightful masses of rock

which surround him, the terrible abysses at

his feet, and the smiling appearance of the

wild green in the gullets and crevices of the

rocks, involuntarily exclaims,
tf O how beau-

K
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"
tiful !" This language we have often, alas!

been obliged to hear ; but for him whom fate

has condem'ned to dwell here, it is indeed a

most miserable and melancholy place. It is

the same thing with the climate, which mere

visitors however speak of as highly agreeable

and healthy. Under a devouring tropical sun

the horizon of this island is for the most part

covered with clouds^ and Longwood is con-

stantly exposed to frequent waterspouts ; when

therefore the sun appears, we are almost burnt

up with heat, and when it is hid we are always

immersed in an abominable humidity; we

suffer almost at the same time from heat and

cold, a vicissitude by which the health of man

must necessarily be undermined. As there is

no change of seasons, this produces a uniformity

by which the imagination, the mind and the

body are all affected ; it is difficult to paint the

relaxation and the weariness to which it gives

rise. This evil is renewed every day and every

moment, it is a physical torment which com-
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bined with the moral to which the Emperor is

incessantly subjected, made him on receiving

the news of Murat's melancholy fate, exclaim,

" the Calabrese have shewn themselves less

"
barbarous, they have shewn themselves more

(f
magnanimous than the people of Plymouth."

On arriving at Longwood the Emperor en-

deavoured to take exercise on horseback ; the

extraordinary activity of his early life render-

ed every interruption of it dangerous for him$

and you know perhaps already that Corvisart

recommended this species of exercise to him by

way of preventive of a disease with which he is

threatened. The boundaries within which we

could range, without being superintended by

strangers, were pretty limited. The Emperor

it is well known is accustomed to lon and

violent riding; but here the limited space,

the uniformity of the place, the constant un-

varied path, which gave his rides id some mea-

sure the appearance of a manege lesson, filled

K 2
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him with disgust, and he was soon induced to

renounce that pleasure altogether ; and neither

our exhortations nor our urgent entreaties could

ever afterwards induce him to alter his resolu-

tion.
<(

It is impossible for me/' he would say,

"
to turn myself in so confined a circle ; when

" I have a horse under me I feel a constant

e ' desire to give it the rein ; and this is a desire

te which I cannot gratify here ; it is a torture

fe which I cannot bear." The island is from

twenty-five to thirty miles in circumference.

The Emperor was allowed to ride over every

part of it under the superintendence of an

English officer, but this is a constraint to

which he could never subject himself.

Neither the difference in the colour of the

cloth, nor his being surrounded by men of a

different nation is an annoyance to the Empe-

ror
;

"
for," says he,

" whoever has received

" the bapti.m of fire, is, in my eyes, of the

" same religun :

"
but he never wished to go
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into the open air except for recreation ; on

such an occasion he might have been desirous

of opening his heart to us without reserve,

but the presence of a stranger would have ren-

dered this impossible ; he might have been

disposed for a moment to forget his unfortu-

nate situation, but the presence of his gaoler

would have perpetually recalled it to his re-

membrance. "
Every thing in human life,"

he said,
"

is subject to calculation, and evil

ts and good must be balanced ; the good
*' which would accrue to my body is by no

" means equal to the injury which my mind

l< must thereby necessarily suffer."

One day Admiral Cockburn, with much

courtesy, expressed a willingness to allow

greater liberty to the Emperor when he rode

out ; but this was but for a single day, for the

following morning, whether he repented of

what he had done, or had some other reason,

K 3
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it was pretended that there had been a misun-

derstanding, and so the matter was dropt.

The principal occupation of the Emperor

consists in reading in his apartment, or in dic-

tating to one of us the chief events of his life.

The time spent in St. Helena will not be alto-

gether lost for history and the glory of France.

The campaigns of Italy and Egypt are already

written ; this is a work worthy of the great

subject of it
; it belonged to him who perform-

ed these wonders to describe them.

The Emperor has acquired the English lan-

guage, and to me the fame is due of having

instructed him in it; in less than thirty les-

sons he was able to understand the English

journals ; he now reads already every English

work.

All objects belonging to the animal king-
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dom here are of the most wretched quality,

or altogether wanting ; they are in the first

place bad, because under this degree of latitude

they cannot be good, and in the next place

because our maintenance has been farmed out

without our having any influence or controul

over it. We have never been able to succeed

in obtaining the delivery of cattle in a live state,

for reasons which may easily be conceived ;

neither could we succeed in obtaining a supply

of provisions for a longer period than from one

day to another; we have frequently therefore

been under the necessity of postponing our

dinner hour from the provisions not having

arrived, and we have also frequently found our-

selves quite destitute of food and drink, from

the portion for one day being consumed and

the supply for the next not having arrived. But-

cher's meat is detestable here ; the bread is not

to be compared with the French, and the wine

is frequently not drinkable. The oil, with

respect to which the Emperor is very particu-

K 4
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lar, he having a remarkable fondness for it, can-

not be used in its natural state ; it has indeed

been found impossible to obtain a beverage any

thing like moderately good, which the Em-

peror could drink with any degree of pleasure.

Napoleon who for so long a period had been

accustomed to the very best of every thing,

never utters a complaint on the subject ; he

would be satisfied with the ration of a common

soldier; but still he suffers from it; and we

who accompany him suffer still more on his

account. Who would suppose it possible that

the incessant care which we take to add to the

comforts of the Emperor in these small mat-

ters, should meet with opposition from the

authorities placed over us ?

The monotony of the Emperor's life is never

interrupted by strangers ; he receives no per-

son, or hardly any person ; the new Governor

has placed obstacles in the way of visits nearly

equal to a prohibition. Travellers used to
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express the most ardent wishes to be introduced

to the Emperor, and nothing was more com-

mon with us than to read five months after-

wards in the English journals, the most dis-

torted accounts of what took place, even under

the real names of those who had expressed to

us, in the most unambiguous terms, their fer-

vent thanks for the favour shewn to them.

Once for all, give no credit to these journals,

and the silly and insipid trash in them. When

we happen to see anecdotes of this description

they excite only our smiles ; but the English

about us are loud in their expressions of dis-

pleasure ; they complain that the letters sent

by them to England have been completely

disfigured, and they endeavour to prove to us

that not one of them could have written such

absurd nonsense ; that these accounts have

either been fabricated in London, or drawn up

from the conversation of servants on board of

vessels which have touched at St. Helena.
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Your exalted brother remains the same

under all circumstances, and we who have

enjoyed the felicity of living with him have

daily opportunities of convincing ourselves of

the truth of what has been called in question

in the common proverb, namely, that a great

man may remain great and even appear still

greater in the eyes of those who see him un-

dressed, and who do not quit his bedside night

or day.

The Emperor sleeps very little ; he goes

early to bed, and as he knows that I am also

a bad sleeper, he frequently sends for me to

bear him company till he falls asleep ; he

wakes pretty regularly about three o'clock, when

a light is brought him, and he works till six

or seven ; he then lays himself down again to

endeavour to sleep a second time
;
about nine

o'clock breakfast is served to him on a small

round table, a sort of gueridon beside his
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couch ; here he frequently sends for one of us;

he then reads, works or slumbers during the

oppressive heat of the day ;
he afterwards dic-

tates to us. For a long time he used about

four o'clock in the afternoon to take us all out

with him in the caleche, but at last he got

tired of this, as he before did of riding ; he

now continues to walk till the humidity of the

air compels him to return to the house. If

he remains out after four o'clock in the open

air, he is certain of being seized in the even-

ing with rheumatic pains in the head, a pretty

severe cough, and violent toothache. On his

return he dictates till about eight o'clock ; he

then repairs to the dining-room, and plays a

game at chess before dinner. During the des-

sert, when the servants have withdrawn, he

usually reads to us some passages from our

best poets or from some other books of impor-

tance. These are the most minute details of

the manner in which the Emperor at present

lives ; he would esteem himself happy in his
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distance from the rest of the world, were it

permitted him amidst our pious and careful

attentions, forgotten by men, to live for a few

hours only free from suffering ; but since the

arrival of the new Governor, neither a day,

nor an hour, nor a moment passes in which

he does not receive fresh wounds ; a sting may
be said to be in constant operation to tear open

the wounds, the pain of which a short slumber

might have somewhat deadened.

On our arrival at the colony our situation

was indeed very wretched, but we had been

precipitated from such a height, that even if

we had been well treated, nothing but com-

plaints could possibly have been heard from

us. The noble minded English beside us, as

well as those who merely visited the island,

appreciated our situation very correctly, and

continually repeated to us, either with the

mere view of consoling us, or from internal

conviction: " Your present situation is merely
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"
provisional ; it cannot possibly continue

"
long ; political causes have rendered it ne-

"
cessary/' this they believed,

" to secure

"
your persons ; but the law of nature, gene-

"
rosity, and honour, all equally demand that

"
every thing which can possibly contribute

" to alleviate the evils of your situation, should

" be allowed you. The most difficult part of

<e the work is completed ; the coasts are sur-

" rounded with vessels ; the shore is guarded
"

by soldiers ; signals may every moment be

"
given in the interior of the island; all mea-

" sures of security are terminated ; measures of

te mildness will now succeed ; a Lieutenant

" General is sent out to you as a Governor,

" who has passed his life on the Continent, at

"
head-quarters, or at the court of the sove-

"
reign, where he will have learned what is

" due to Napoleon. This situation must be

"
consolatory to you ; a person of distinction

"
worthy of his high mission has been des-

" tined for you ; a person who to greatness of
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" soul unites those refined manners, which

" are so necessary in his particular situation;

"
only have a little patience, and all will soon

" be regulated in the best possible manner."

This new Messias at length came ; but, gra-

cious God ! the word escapes involuntarily

from my pen ; it was an executioner, a gens-

(farme whom they had sent. On his appear-

ance every thing assumed a dark and gloomy

aspect ; every appearance of external respect,

and all the forms prescribed by a due regard

to decency, which had hitherto been observed,

at once disappeared ; every day since has been

to us a day of greater pain and more insulting

treatment; he has narrowed still farther the

boundaries prescribed to us, and even endea-

voured to interfere with our domestic economy ;

he has strictly interdicted all intercourse with

the natives, and even prohibited all society

with officers of his own nation
; he has order-

ed our residence to be surrounded with ditches
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and palisades ; he has increased the number

of soldiers, and endeavoured to make prisons

within prisons ; he has surrounded us with

objects of affright, and reduced us to close

custody. The Emperor remains almost always

in his prison, and no longer leaves his apart-

ment. The few audiences which he has given

to that officer, have been highly disagreeable

and oppressive to him ; he has put an end to

them and determined not to see the Governor

any more. " I had just grounds," he observ-

ed,
" to complain of the Admiral, though he

"had at least a heart ; hut this man has not

c* even a vestige of the character of an Eng-
"

lishman, he is nothing but a low Sicilian

te
sbirro."

Sir Hudson Lowe pleads the instructions of

his Minister in justification of himself, with

respect to all these complaints; if this justifi-

cation is well founded, his instructions are

most barbarous ; but we can bear witness at
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the same lime, that he endeavours to carry

them into execution in a barbarous manner.

The Emperor cannot possibly long survive

this sort of treatment; in this all the medical

men are agreed.* What will history say one

day on this subject ! Sir Hudson Lowe him-

self acknowledges that Napoleon's life is in

danger, but he coolly adds: he is not to blame,

but the Emperor himself, who will not have

things otherwise. His last interview with

Napoleon was animated and highly remarkable;

under the pretext of having an important dis-

closure to make, the Governor succeeded in

persuading the Emperor to walk out with him.

The communication which he made to him

on this occasion was, that the annual charges

* The physician of the Emperor is Doctor O'Meara,

surgeon of the Eelltrophon, a modest and virtuous man,

who solicited permission to connect himself with our des-

tiny. He will find in the public estimation the merited

reward of his noble sacrifice.
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of the Emperor's establishment amounted to

.20,000 sterling, whereas the Governor could

only allow ,"8,000 sterling, and he therefore

proposed that Napoleon should pay over to

him the balance, amounting to ^1 2,000.

Hurt at the proposition, the Emperor request-

ed to be spared the necessity of hearing such

things. But when Sir Hudson Lowe per-

sisted in speaking to him on the subject,

the Emperor irritated at his conduct, told him,
" not to oppress him with such unbecoming
"

details, and to leave him in peace, as he de-

" manded nothing from him ; if he should

" feel hunger, he would place himself at the

" table of those brave men (here he pointed
" with his hand to the camp of the 53d Eng-
" Hsh regiment), certainly they would not

" drive from them the oldest soldier of Eu-
"

rope." The con-sequence of this interview

however, was, that the Emperor was compelled

to dispose of his silver plate that he might pro-

cure for himself the most indispensible neces-

L
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saries from month to month. Your Highness

would have been most powerfully affected,

could you have witnessed the distress and tears

of the servants at thismost unexpected oc-

currence.

Your Highness knows how much the Em-

peror has been accustomed to abundance, but

at the same time how well he knows how to

appreciate every thing of this nature at its true

worth ; this sort of behaviour has indeed irri-

tated him, but he never complains. But the

idea that they should by fraud get this great

man into their power ; that they should forcibly

take possession of his property and his income ;

that they should next stipulate with the other

parties concerned in the most distinct terms,

to take upon themselves the whole of the ex-

pense, that they might thereby have the exclu-

sive disposal of his person ; that they should

then attempt to enter into a negociation with

him on the subject of his own maintenance,
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and even call on him to defray the expense of

the most indispensible necessaries out of his

own means, is altogether something so shock-

ing, that it is hardly possible to find expres-

sions to do justice to the feelings which it is

calculated to excite.

All sorts of commodities here, notwith-

standing their wretched quality, are sold at a

most extravagant price. I am not exaggerating,

when I affirm, that we pay six or seven times

as much for every thing as we should do in

Italy ; and hence you may easily calculate how

far the^S^OO sterling granted by the English

ministry will go. I can assure your Highness

that our landholders with incomes of from fif-

teen to eighteen thousand livres, are better

lodged, have better furniture, and enjoy better

fare than the Emperor.

As your Highness is now acquainted with

our evils, you will perhaps suppose, that irri-

L 2
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tated by our sufferings, and the unhappy rela-

tions in which we are placed, day after day no-

thing is heard from us but complaints and la-

mentations ; this would no doubt be highly

excusable; but the excess of our sufferings

has by no means rendered us so unjust as not

to perceive, and gratefully to acknowledge the

sympathy and the kindness which several of

the inhabitants, and a great number of the of-

ficers have shewn to us. The openness and

honesty of Admiral Malcolm in particular,

deserve to be mentioned in high terms of

praise ; our irritability in our misery, as well

as the peculiarity of his official situation, have

alone prevented us from giving expression to

the feelings which he and Lady Malcolm, for

whose character we have the most cordial re-

gard, have excited in our breasts.

One day this Admiral in a conversation with

us, happened accidentally to discover that we

had no shade, and that we had it in contempla-
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tion to procure a tent for the Emperor under

which he might occasionally pass the day.

Not long after this conversation the Emperor

was enabled to take his breakfast in a spacious

tent rapidly constructed out of the sails of the

frigate. This was a piece of European polite-

ness which was here quite unexpected by us,

and it could not fail therefore, to produce on

us a deep impression. The Emperor has often

used, and still uses this tent, but not always

without interruption. How often on the ap-

proach of a troublesome enemy has he been

obliged to break off in the middle of his con-

versation or dictation ! He would then say,

"
let us return to our hut ; they grudge me

" even the fresh air which I here breathe."

Every thing, even down to the most petty

details, betrays the personal character and dis-

position of our gaoler ; he puts into our hands

the journals in which we are harshly treated,

and keeps from us those in which we are

L 3
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spoken of in less hostile terms ; he retains

the works which are favorable to us, under the

pretext that they did not come through the

hands of the ministry, and he displays the

utmost zeal in furnishing us with every libel

against us from his own private library.

But the principal object towards which Sir

Hudson Lowe's attention is directed, is the

prevention of all information respecting us, ex-

cepting his own, from reaching Europe ; he is

constantly alarmed and jealous least any of our

statements should also escape from the island.

With this view he allows no strangers to ap-

proach us, and he considers it a crime in us to

communicate the details of our treatment.

He even lately went so far as to inform me,

that if I continued to write to my friends in

Europe in the tone I had hitherto used, he

would remove me from the presence of the

Emperor, and send me from St. Helena. I

wrote nothing but the truth ; I could not pos-
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sibly state that we were happy and well treated.

Sir Hudson Lowe distrusts, as it would seem,

his own minister^, who receive my letters to

read after him ; for it remains with them to

suppress the letters as soon as they have read

them, if they think proper. I did not, how-

ever, wish to be told this a second time ; I

shall take care not to write any more to my

family, and I am therefore from this time for-

ward quite dead m so far as regards them. It

was intended at first, that you should receive

the present report through the hands of the

Governor ; but I am now compelled to wait for

some secret mode of conveyance. Your High-

ness will be thereby a gainer, for in all pro-

bability the report would not otherwise have

reached you. Sooner or later such secret

means will occur ; some traveller possessed of

magnanimity and a love of truth will under-

take the charge of this letter, of which the

contents are remote from all politics, but of

importance for the honor of England, and in

L 4
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so doing he will believe that he is only dis-

charging the duty of an honorable man and

a good citizen*

Sir Hudson Lowe exaggerates no doubt, and

twists every thing which has any relation to

us ; it was merely wfshed to secure our per-

sons, but he imagines that he is bound to im-

prison us; it was wished to separate us from

the political world ; but he considers it his

duty to bury us alive ; it was thought expe-

dient to subject our correspondence to exami-

nation, to guard against the existence of con-

spiracy ; but he conceives he ought to preci-

pitate us into complete oblivion, and annihi-

late as it were our very existence. If the se-

cret instructions of the Governor render it ne-

cessary for him to act in this manner, then the

ministry depart from the language held by

themselves in Parliament ; they are at variance

with the public opinion of their country, and

the wishes of all the generous inhabitants of
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Europe, however different their opinions in

other respects may be
; they load their admi-

nistration with an odium without an object.

The truth will one day come to light, and peo-

ple will then indignantly ask ;
" what had

" treatment of this nature to do with the se-

"
curity of the prisoner ?" If, on the other

hand, all this is merely the result of an exces-

sive and officious zeal on the part of Sir Hud-

son Lowe, it throws a bad light on his heart,

lowers his character and disgraces his memory.

However this may be, it is certain that we

are sighing here continually, notwithstanding

the sense and the express words of the English

laws, under the tyranny and arbitrary conduct

of a single man ; a man who for twenty years

has been solely employed in placing the crimi-

nals and deserters of Italy in English regi-

ments, and preserving discipline among them ;

a man, whose heart is hardened, and whose

imagination is in a state of continual alarm,
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and knows no bounds for his apprehensions and

precautionary measures.

This dreadful state is the fatal result of our

present residence at the extremity of the

globe, in the midst of the wilderness of the

ocean. How long is our punishment to con-

tinue ? When will the truth at length find its

way to the English people ? when will they

succeed in putting an end to those excesses by

which they are disgraced ?

Are we to perish without assistance on this

horrid rock ? We occasion great expense to

the mother country, and are the ruin of this

miserable colony at the same time ; the people

of the island curse our residence, and we wish

it had never existed ; and then the question

occurs, what is the object of all this ? The

Emperor observed jocularly some days ago ;

** we shall soon neither be worth the money
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" which we cost, nor the pains which are

" taken with us." Why should not the mi-

nistry allow us to return ? Our return would

attest their strength and the firmness of

their character. People would then believe

that our temporary banishment was enjoined

by policy merely, and not at all the work of

hatred ; the ministry would thereby effect a

considerable saving and acquire to themselves

true renown.

The Emperor never ceases to entertain for

the present and the future, the same wishes

as when he voluntarily and without distrust re-

paired on board the Belleraphon ; his political

career is terminated, repose under the pro-

tection of positive laws, is all that he now

desires, all that he wishes. The shattered state

of his health ; bodily infirmities which al-

ready begin to shew themselves ; the progress

ofyears ; a certain distaste for all human things,

and indeed for mankind in general, render
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that repose more desirable and more necessary

to him than ever.

v

As to us who attend the Emperor, however

unjust the imprisonment which we suffer may

be, yet any dungeon on English ground would

be a real benefit to us. Freed from the arbr

trary controul of a subordinate agent, the hand

of a protecting power would then be extended

over us ; we should again breathe the air of

Europe ; and, though we might sink at last

under our miseries, yet still our bones would

rest in Christian ground.

Thecommissionersof the allied powers landed

here some months ago. Sir Hudson Lowe

gave them to understand that their mission was

merely passive ; that with respect to us they

had neither full powers nor even a power of

mediation ; on this he sent the treaty of the

2d August to Longwood, and demanded that

the commissioners should be admitted. The
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Emperor refused to acknowledge their public

character and political capacity, but had no

objection to receive their visits as mere private

individuals. He caused to be transmitted

tbrough M. de Montholon to Sir Hudson

Lowe a thundering official answer on the subject,

full of sound sense and elevated ideas ; it is to

be hoped that it will in time find its way to

your Highness, notwithstanding the zealous

efforts of Sir Hudson Lowe to keep it secret.

It is hardly possible to form an idea of the un-

easiness of Sir Hudson Lowe in this respect ;

I have already been obliged to endure personal

reproaches on that account.

The Emperor speaks very frequently of all

of you ; of most of you he has portraits hung

up in his room ; his dwelling has become a

little family sanctuary. He has received

letters from you, from Madame, from Cardinal

Fesch, and the Princess Pauline ;
it was 'ex-
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rremely painful to him to think that the ex-

pressions of love and tenderness contained in

these letters should have been read by all the

agents by \\hom we are guarded ; he would

rather receive no more letters, than receive

them on these terms. On his part through the

means of the Prince Regent of Great Britain,

he wished to write to his family ; but he was

given to understand that his letter could only

be sent off unsealed, and that were he to seal

it, the seal must be broken. In these cir-

cumstances the Emperor deems it advisable to

renounce letter-writing.

I have several times in the present report

made mention of the sufferings which we who

accompanied Napoleon have to support ; but

we are insensible to all our sufferings, when

we are allowed the happiness of showing our at-

tachment to the Emperor ; in him alone we feel

our privations ; our personal afflictions elevate
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us to the ranks and fill us with the joy of

martyrs ; we live eternally in the hearts of all

noble men ; thousands without doubt envy

our situation ; we are proud of it, and it makes

us happy.

Longwood, at St. Helena,

September 18 16.





COUNT DE LAS CASAS,

PART HI.

LETTER
ADDRESSED

FROM FRANKFORT ON THE MAINE

LORD BATHURST,

BY

THE COUNT DE LAS CASAS.

M





THE following Document would never have been

communicated to the world at lame, if a wickedO '

and intentional misrepresentation of the truth, and

calumnies injurious to the honour of Count Las

Casas, had riot been publicly uttered in the British

Parliament, on the 14th May 1818. For six months

nearly the manuscript remained in the desk of the

Author, concealed from every eye ; but he has been

compelled to break his silence, The Letter appears

now, for the first timt, in print ; and it is for the

Public to decide between the English Ministry and

Count de Las Casas.
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Notice by the Editor.

WH E N the persecutions suffered by Count

de Las Casas, the companion in misfortune of

Napoleon at St. Helena, were discussed in the

House of Commons of England on the 14th

May 1818,, statements arid complaints so

excessively ridiculous were attributed to him,

that they seem to have been invented for the

sole purpose of furnishing the English Minis-

try with the means of meeting them with an

easy and a victorious refutation.

In the course of the discussion, one of those

subaltern and obscure members who form a

part of the Administration for their compla-

cency and their services to Ministers, of the

name of GOULBURN, with the intention no

doubt of being useful and agreeable to his

M 3
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immediate superior, did not hesitate to add

insult to the violation of truth. For want of

the flowers of imagination, he no doubt

found it quite easy to have recourse to libel

and calumny. Confirming the absurd rumours

which were imputed to the victim, he had the

effrontery to say,
tf that these rumours did

" not surprise him ; that the personage in

"
question possessed the art of giving a

<( double meaning to his words ; and that,

te after all, his punishment was trivial, com-

"
pared with his fault." Assuredly if the

respectable, the indulgent, the good Mr.

Goulburn does not think the persecutions

suffered by him sufficient for the fault which

he mentions, but which he does not prove, it

is not easy to satisfy him. As to his other

observations, the charge of bad faith and

insincerity attaches to him with the more

justice, that it was precisely through his hands

that all the correspondence to which he

alludes actually passed.
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This circumstance has caused the following

letter to be addressed to us, with a request to

publish it. It will be undoubtedly thought

that the assertions of the respectable Mr.

Goulburn rendered such a measure indispen-

sable. This letter will shew ; first, the nature

of the fault with which they wish to reproach

him who is the author of it; secondly, it will

contain the exact recital of his complaints ;

thirdly, it will enable every one to judge if

its style is susceptible of a double meaning.

If this publication is in any respects dis-

agreeable to the noble Minister to whom this

letter was addressed, he has his faithful and

veridical agent alone to blame for it ; for

and this is the only observation which we

shall take the liberty of making in favour of

him who wrote it we wish to remark that

this letter is dated more than six months back ;

that it remained secret, and that up to the

present day, its author, whatever might be

M 4
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the force and justice of his complaints, has

not uttered a single word in public against his

persecutors, and that it is probable he would

still have preserved silence, if violence had

not been offered to his moderation.



On my Arrival at Frankfort,

December, 1817-

MY LORD,

WERE I to take no notice of the arbitrary

and tyrannical acts, the infraction of laws, the

contempt of forms, the violation of principles,

of which I have been the victim for more

than a year, during which I remained in the

hands of your agents, my silence might be

construed into a tacit acquiescence that would

render me guilty, towards myself, towards

A mon arrivte a Francfort,

Dtcembre 1817.

MYLORD !

Si je supportois sans rien dire les actes arbitraires

et tyranniques, 1'infraction ties loix, le me"pris des

formes, la violation des principes, dont je suis la

victime depuis plus d'un an que je me trouve entre

les mains de vos agents, mon silence pourroit etre

pris pour un acquiescement tacite qui me rendroit

coupable, envers moi-meme, envers vous, envers la



I/O MEMOIRS OF

you, and towards society in general ; towards

myself who have great reparations to demand ;

towards you who are perhaps ignorant of my

wrongs and will hasten to afford me redress;

towards society, in justice to which every

honourable man is bound to resist inflexibly

every abuse of power, for the honour of the

laws and the security of those who are to

succeed him.

If I am so long, my Lord, in addressing to

you my complaints, you have yourself alone

to blame, the persecution which I have

soci6te towte entiere. Envers moi-meme, qui ai de

grands redressements a pr6tendre, envers vous, qui

peut-etre les ignorez et vous empresserez de les

accorder, envers la societ6 entiere, en faveur de la-

quelle tout homme de bien doit se montrer intrait-

able sur les hearts du pouvoir, pour 1'honneur de*

loix, et la se"curit6 de ceux qui viennent apres lui.

M}'lord, si je suis si tard a vous adresser mes

griefs, n'en accuses que vous-me'me, la pers6cution
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experienced on your coast, and that which

you have excited against me in the neighbour-

ing countries ;
it would even seem that a new

punishment has been invented for me, namely,

that of deportation on the highways. I have

been dragged along from town to town like a

malefactor, and notwithstanding I was at

the point of death, no repose was allowed me,

though no motive could be alleged for such

treatment. How then could I write to you ?

If I here apply to your Lordship personally

whatever concerns me, it is because the acts

que j'ai rencontre sur vos rivages, et celles dont

vous avez donne 1'impulsion chez les pays voisins ;

il sembleroit qu'on a invent^ pour moi un supplice

nouveau : la deportation sur les grands chemins.

Je me suis vu colport de ville en ville comme un

malfaiteur, et bien que moribond, sans qu'on put

m'en donner aucun motif, ni qu'on voulQt m'ac-

corder aucun repos. Comment vous e'crire ?

Si j'adresse ici personnellement a votre Seigneurie

tout ce qui me concerne, c'est que c'est dans votre
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of which I have to complain originated in

your department and under your name;

because in your department and under your

name they were continued, and because if

other hands have since weighed on me, it was

your Lordship that subjected me to their

blows ; it was your suggestions that dictated

the treatment which I have received.

I am one of the four, my Lord, to whom

your orders reduced the great number of those

who aspired to the honour and the glory of

following the illustrious victim of the terrible

de"partement et en votre nom qu'ont commenc6 les

actes dont j'ai a me plaindre ; que c'est dans votre

de"partement et en votre nom qu'ils ont continue, et

que si depuis d'autres mains ont pes6 sur moi, c'est

V. S. qui m'a place" sous leurs coups ;
ce sont ses

suggestions qui ont dicte" Ie traitement que j'ai reu.

Mylord, je suis un des quatre, auxquels vos ordres

reduisirent a Plymouth le grand nombre de ceux, qui

recherchoient le bonheur et la gloire de suivre 1'il-
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hospitality of the Bellerophon ; I discharged

to the best of my ability at Longwood my

religious and holy vocation. I there devoted

all the faculties of my heart and soul to

sweeten the most severe of all captivities,

when I was suddenly removed by the governor

of St. Helena. He was authorized perhaps in

removing me ;
I had infringed his regulations ;

I was only however guilty of having availed

myself of the right of every captive, that of

deceiving, without scruple, the vigilance of

his gaoler; for between us nothing had been

left to delicacy, confidence, or honour j but

lustre victime de la terrible hospitalite du Bell<5ro-

phou ; je remplissois de mon mieux a Longwood
ma religieusc et sainte occupation, j'y dcvouois

toutes les facult6s de mon coeur et de mon ame aux

adoucissements de la captivite" la plus dure qui fut

jamais, quand je m'en suis vu soudainement enleve"

par.le Gouverneur de St. He'le'ne. II e"toit dans ses

droits peut-etre, j'avois enfreint ses reglements ;

je n'etois coupable, du reste, que d'avoir use du

droit de tout captif, celui de dejouer sans scrupule
la surveillance, de son geolier ; car il n'avoit Ste"

rien Iaiss6 entre nous a la delicatesse, a la confiance,
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I did not complain of this proceeding adopted

towards me. I suffered only in that which

was calculated to wound unnecessarily him

from whom I was separated ; it was almost at

his side, almost under his eyes, that I was

seized; it was this which induced him to

write what you will have read, that on viewing

me from his window dragged into the plain,

amidst the number of waving plumes and

horses which pranced around me, he imagined

he saw so many South Sea savages dancing in

their ferocious joy round the victim they were

about to devour.

a 1'honneur
; je ne me suis point plaint de 1'acte

exerc6 envers moi. Je n'ai souffert que dans ce qui

a pu heurter gratuitement celui duquel on me se*-

paroit ;
c'est presque a ses c6te"s, presque sous ses

yeux, qu'on m'a saisi ; ce qui lui a fait ecrire, ainsi

que vous 1'aurez iu, qu'en me voyant de sa fenetre

entrain^ dans la plaine, au milieu de nombreux pa-

naches flottans et de chevaux qui caracoloient au-

tour de moi, il avoit eu I'id^e des sauvages de la

mer du Sud qui dans leur joie fe*roce dansent autour

de la victime qu'ils vont devorer.
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It was not unreasonable in me, my Lord, to

believe that the cause of my apprehension,

namely, the secret 'papers confided to my
servant and solicited by himself, was merely

the result of a snare laid for me. The Gover-

nor himself acknowledged to me, that appear-

ances might justify my suspicions ; but he

gave me his word of honour that these

suspicions were unfounded, and I believed

him. These secret papers however were at

first destined to pass through his own hands ;

they would have been sent to him, had he

not a short time before told me that if I con-

Mylord, il a pu m'thre permis cle croire que la

cause de mon 6venement, les pieces secretes confines

a mon domestique et sollicit6es par lui-meme, n'e-

toient que le rfisultat d'un piege qui m'auroit e*te

tendu. Le Gouverneur lui-me'ine est demeure d'ac-

cordavec moi, que les apparences pouvoiqnt justi-

fier ma pensee, mais il m'a donn6 sa parole d'hon-

neur qu'il y 6toit Stranger et je i'ai cru. Ces pieces

secretes du reste toieut <Vstinees dans le principe

a passer precise'inent par ses mains ; elles lui eussent

6te adress6es, si peu de terns auparavant il ne
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tinued to write in the same style he should

be induced to remove me from him to whom I

devoted myself. This is so true, and the pa-

pers are in themselves of so little importance,

that it has never since been thought necessary

to allude to them ; it has never been thought

expedient to connect them with the event to

which they gave rise.*

* Unless it were that a minister wished to allude to

them in the House of Commons on the 14th May, 1818.

Seeking to justify the persecutions exercised against

Count de Las Casas, he said, that he had been surprised in

an attempt to establish a correspondence in Europe through

the medium of England. But the noble lord merely

asserted this, and refused to produce any official documents

in proof of it ; every one will be enabled to form a pro-

per opinion from this last circumstance.

m'avoit fait dire que la continuation de mon style

le porteroit a m'eloigner de celui auquel je me

consacrois. C'est si vrai et les pieces si peu im-

portantes, qu'il n'en a jamais 6t question depuis ;

elles sont demeur6es tout a fait 6trangeres al'dvne-

ment qu'elles avoient cr66.*

* A moins que ce ne soit ce a quoi un ministre a voulu faire allu-

sion dans la chambre des communes le 14 Mai 1818.

Cherchant a justifier les persecutions exercees sur le Cte. de Las

Casas il a dit qu'on 1'avoit surpris a etablir une correspondance en

Europe p<u 1'intcrmediaire de I'Angleterre. Mais le noble Lord n'a

fait que 1'affnmer de vive voix et a refuse de produire les documents

officiels qui en auroicnt etabli la preuve ; chacun pouria fixer son

opinion d'apres cette derniere circonstance.
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My captivity at St. Helena, my Lord, was

merely voluntary. You had pronounced in

your regulations that it should cease whenever I

chose; I therefore signified to Sir Hudson

Lowe when I found myself separated from

Longwood, that from that instant I withdrew

myself from his personal dependence, and

that I replaced myself under the protection of

the civil and general laws; I told him if I had

committed any fault I demanded to be sent by

him to my judges ; if he thought my papers

which I had given him time enough to exa-

Mylord, ma captivite a St. H61ene n'etoit que

volontaire. Vous aviez prononc6 dans vos regle-

ments qu'elle cesseroit a mon gr ; j'ai done signifi6

ii Sir H. Lowe des que je me suis trouvd s6par6 de

Longwood, qu'a compter de cet instant je me re-

tirois de sa ddpendance personnelle, et que je me

repla$ois sous la protection des loix civiles et ge'ne'-

rales ; que si j'avois comtnis quelque faute, je de-

mandois qu'il m'envoyat a mes juges, que s'il croy-

oit que mes papiers, que je hit avois donne le terns

N
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mine to be able to understand them, ought of

necessity to be laid before ministers, I de-

manded of him to send them to you, my

Lord, and myself along with them ; and in

order to render this determination the more

easy for him, I explained to him the dreadful

state of my health, the imminent danger of

that of my son, which rendered it necessary

to send both of us to a quarter where we could

obtain the first assistance of art. I added

farther, that I acquiesced beforehand volunta-

rily and sincerely in all the restrictions how-

de parcourir assez pour les comprendre, ne"cessi-

toient d'etre mis sous les yeux des ministres, je de-

mandois qu'ils vous fussent envoye's, Mylord, etmoi

avec eux ; et afin de lui rendre cette determination

plus facile, je lui exposois 1'e'tataffreux de masante',

le danger imminent de cdle de mon fils, qui re"cla-

moit de nous envoyer tons deux a la source des

premiers secours de J'art ; j'ajoutois en outre rjue

j'acquies$ois d'avance, volontairement et de bonne

foi, a toutes les restrictions meme ille'gales que
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ever illegal, that your Lordship might deem it

necessary to impose on me on my arrival in

England. Sir Hudson Lowe did not think

himself authorised to adopt this course, and

after long hesitation, and keeping me in

close custody in the island for five or six weeks,

he at length removed me to the Cape of Good

Hope, according to the letter of his instructions ;

a measure which he could and which he ought

undoubtedly to have carried into execution in a

few days. The Governor retained at the same

time all those papers of mine which he thought

votre Seigneurie au besoin jugeroit a propos de

m'imposer a mon arrivee en Angleterre. Sir H.

Lowe ne crut pas pouvoir prendre ce parti, et apres

de longues hesitations, et m'avoir tenu captif au

secret dans 1'isle pendant 5 ou 6 semaines, il finit

par me deporter au Cap de Bonne Esperance selou

la lettre de ses instructions, mesure qu'il eut pu et

cut du sans doute executer en pen de jours. Ce

Gouverneur a retenu en nieme terns tous ceux de

ines papiers qu'il a jug6 convenable, sans me per-

N 2
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it advisable to keep, without allowing me to

affir my seal to them, or only permitting me

to do so with the derisory restriction of my

express consent, that he might break it in my
absence if he thought it advisable, which

amounted to a prohibition.

Availing himself of similar subtleties, Sir

Hudson Lowe might also allege that I could

have returned to Longwood, had I chosen.

True it is, that when pressed by my argu-

ments and the delicacy of his position with

respect to me, he offered to allow me to re-

mettre d'y apposer raon sceau, ou ne me 1'accordant

qu'avec la restriction derisoire de mon consentement

expres a ce qu'il pCtt le briser en mon absence s'il le

jugeoit a propos, ce qui etoit me 1'interdire.

A la faveur de pareilies subtilite's Sir H. Lowe

pourroit dire aussi peut-etre qu'il n'a tenu qu'a moi

de revenir a Longwood ;
il est tres-vrai que press

par mes arguments et la de"Hcatesse de sa position

vis-a-vis de rnoi il m'a offert d'y retonrner, parceque
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turn to Longwood, because this extricated him

from his embarrassment. But at the very

time he made me this offer, he rendered it im-

possible for me to accept it.
" You have de-

graded and stigmatised me," said I to him,

" in tearing me away under the very eyes of

Napoleon ;
I can no longer be an object of

consolation for him ; but must rather be an

object of injurious and painful recollections;

I cannot reappear at Longwood except at his

express desire." I then demanded I might be

allowed to write; I even wrote in order to know

1

-

, . . ,
: ,,***'

cela le tiroit d'embarras. Mais en meme terns qu'il

roe 1'offroit, il me le rendoit impossible.
" Vous

" m'avez souille", fle'tri," lui tlisois-je,
" en m'arra-

" chant sous les yeux m^me de Napoleon ; je ne

"
pourrois plus tre desormais pour lui un objet de

" consolation mais bien plutotd'injurieux et penibles

"
souvenirs, je ne saurois reparoitre a Longwood

"
que sur son expres d6sir :

"
j'ai demand^ d'6-

crire, j'ai meme e"crit pour connoTtre ce de"sir,

N 3
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his desire; but SirHudson Lowe insistedon dic-

tating the letter himself, or limiting my expres-

sions : this I was bound to resist. His situation

between close prisoners, whom he could induce

to act separately, as he pleased, gave him also

too great advantages. Besides, had I return-

ed, Sir Hudson Lowe would not on that ac-

count have consented to restore my papers.

Next day he might repeat his unjustifiable and

arbitrary conduct towards me, or my unfor-

tunate companions. I should have had the

mortification of thinking that I had myself

opened a door to it ; my return \\ Cn Id have

mais Sir H. Lowe a pretendu dLttr lui-mme ou

Jimiter mes expressions; j'ai du m'y refuser. Sa

situation entre captifs au secret qu'il faisoit agir

spar6ment a son gre" e"toit aussi par trop avanta-

geuse. D'ailleurs si je retournois, Sir H. Lowe ne

consentoit pas davantage a me rendre mes papiers.

Le lendemain il pouvoit repdter sur moi ou sur mes

malheureux compagnons ses injurieux actes d'au-

torit6 ; j'avois la douleur d'en avoir ouvert la porte,
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given a sanction to this practice; no other

course remained for me then, but one which

was plunging a dagger into my own heart to

take my departure.

This is I believe, my Lord, the whole ex-

tent of my case, as connected with St. Helena;

the proofs and details of it are to be found in

my correspondence with Sir Hudson Lowe ;

the whole of which you seized in the Thames,

and now retain in your hands, carefully ar-

ranged, and put into order by myself.

mon retour en auroit consacr6 1'usagej il ne me

restoit qu'a me dechirer le coeur : partir.

Voila, Mylord, je crois, toute la partie ,de mon

affaire relative a St. He"lene ; elle se trouve prouve"e

et de'veloppe'e dans ma correspondance avec Sir H.

Lowe, dont vous avez saisi dans la Tamise et tenez

eu ce moment entre vos mains toutes les pieces

soigneusement arrangees et raises en ordre par moi.

jneme.

N 4
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On arriving, my Lord, at the Cape of Good

Hope, I conceived I was placed in a situation

much more favourable for my enjoyment of

the protection of your laws ; having left the

fatal island, on which the importance of the

subject might serve as a pretext, perhaps, for

certain irregularities, I was now at a distance

of 50O miles from it, in a tranquil colony,

under the full exercise of your noble legisla-

tion, justly the subject of so much eulogy.

What was my astonishment to find that what

Sir H. Lowe durst not do at St. Helena, was

an easy matter to Lord Charles Somerset at

Mvlord, arrivee au Cap cie Bonne Esperanceje

me cms bien mieux place pour jouir de la protec-

tion de vos loix ; sorti de 1'isle fatale, sur laquelle

1'importance du sujet pouvoit servir de pretexte

peut-e'tre a certains irregularit^sje me voyois a 500

lieues plus loin, dans une colonie tranquille, sous le

pleinG . x.-rcice de votre belle legislation si juste-

ment vante. Quel fut mon etonnement, ce que

Sir H. Lowe n'avoit pa* os6 faire a St. H61ene, me

retenir captif, Lord Charles Somerset le trouva
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the Cape, namely, the detaining me as a

prisoner. In vain I made the same demands

on him, urged the same reasonings, and of-

fered the same concessions which I had sub-

mitted to Sir Hudson Lowe, in order to be

sent off to you in Europe ; all was useless,

He detained me at the Cape, and this was an

act of pure caprice and arbitrary power on his

part; for Sir H. Lowe was not his superior,

and could not therefore issue orders to him.

Lord Charles Somerset filled an office which

was subject to no controtil ;
a discretionary

power was vested in him ; he could and he

i

tres-facile au Cap ; j'eus beau lui faire les memes de-

mandes, les memes raisonnements, offrir les memes

concessions qu'a Sir H. Lowe pour etre envoye" aupres

de vous en Europe ; tout, fut inutile. II me retint et

ce fut 1'acte de son caprice et de sa volonte : car Sir

H. Lowe n'etoit point son chef, il ne pouvoit lui don-

ner ties ordres. Lord Charles Somerset 6toit chef

supreme, il jouissoit pour son compte d'un pouvoir

discre*tionnaire, il pouvoit et devoic 6tre une espece
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ought to have been therefore a species of sum-

mary judge in my affair; but he constantly

refused to hear me, rejected every explanation,

and notwithstanding my earnest and urgent

representations, contented himself with coolly

sending to my natural judges at a distance of

3000 leagues, to learn from them, whether or

not he should give orders for my conveyance

to England. By this means he instantly sub-

jected me to the most dreadful sentence which

any tribunal could have inflicted on me : a

banishment and captivity of between seven

and eight months, at a distance of 3000 leagues

de juge sommaire dans mon affaire: il refusa con-

stamment de m'entendre, repoussa tout eclaircisse-

ment et malgre mes vives et instantes reprsenta-

tions se contenta d'envoyer froidement demander a

3000 lieues a mes juges naturels, s'il feroit bien de

ra'envoyer a eux, et par la executa des cet instant

ur moi la plus affreuse sentence qu'aucun tribunal

eut jamais pu m'infliger: un bannissement et une

captivite de 1 a 8 mois a 3000 lieues de ma famille,
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from my family, my interests, my country,

my relations, and all my affections.

My Lord, according to the sanctity of your

laws, and according to the classical principles

bequeathed to you by your fathers, Lord

Charles Somerset has been guilty towards

me of the greatest of crimes; a crime in the

eyes of many equal, and from the torments

suffered by me, greater in my,own eyes than

that of homicide itself. I denounce him to

you, and I demand justice. There is no En-

glishman to whom his noble privileges are

de mes inte>ets, de mon pays, de mes prochcs, de

toutes mes affections.

Mylord, d'apres la saintete" de vos loix et scion les

principes classiques que vous ont le"gues vos peres,

Lord Charles Somerset s'est rendu coupable cnvers

moi du plus grand des crimes ; 6gal aux yeux de bien

de gens, et aux miens, par mestourmentse'prouve'es

superieur a Phomicide meme. Je vous le de*nonce,

et j'en demande justice. II n'est point d'Anglais a
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endeared., who will not here join his voice to

mine, and who does not entertain a just idea

of the punishment I endured. In vain shall

I be told that the Cape is still a colony under

a military power, and that its laws are still

partly Dutch. Wherever, my Lord, the

British name extends, justice and the protec-

tion of English law ought to reign. What

tvould be a crime on the Thames, cannot cease

to be a crime on a point of Africa where the

flag of England waves.

qui ses beaux privileges sontchers, qui nejoigneici

sa voix a la mienne et n'ait une juste idee du sup-

plice que j'ai endure. C'est en vain qu'on se re-

plieroit sur ce que le Cap n'est qu'une colonie sous

un pouvoir railitaire, et avec des loix encore en

partie Hollandaises. Mylord, partout ou arrive le

nom Britannique, doit re"gner la justice et la pro-

tection des loix Anglaises ;
ce qui seroit un crime

v

sur la Tamise ne sauroit demeurer une chose simple

sur un point de i'Afrique, ou flotte le pavilion d'An-

gLetcrre,
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I was not a prisoner of war, T could only

be a prisoner under the laws. To detain me

from rny judges eight months, is such a denial

of justice as would excite horror in England ;

to punish me without a sentence, is a tyranny

in direct variance with your legislation. And

what did I ask from Lord Charles Somerset?

My liberty ? No I asked merely to be sent

prisoner to you, to be subjected to punish-

ment, if punishment should be awarded against

me. In my person, whatever reason esteems

most sacred, and the heart dwells on with

t _ _

Je n'e"tois point un jprisonnier de guerre, je n'ai

pu 6tre qu'un prisonnier judiciaire ; me tenir 3 urois

separe" de mes juges est un de"ni de justice qui feroit

frdmir parmi vous ;
me punir sans jugement, sans

sentence est une tyrannic qui re"volte votre lgisla-

tion. Et que demandois-je a Lord Charles Somerset ?

La liberte" ? Non. Mais de vous etre envoye cap-

tif, et pour subir un jugement s'il y avoit lieu. II

s'est fait dans ma personne un jeu de ce que la raison

estime le plus sacr, de cc que le coeur a tie plus
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the fondest attachment; whatever is most dear

to man, have been sported with in the most

wanton and cruel manner
;
and what could be

his motives? What can be his excuse? He

constantly and obstinately refused to afford

me any explanation. And here, my Lord, I

wish it to be well understood, that my indis-

position and grief do not so far blind me, as

to render it impossible for me to distinguish

in the conduct of Lord Charles Somerset, be-

tween the private attentions with which he

endeavoured to sweeten my captivity, and the

horror of the public act by which he con-

doux, de ce que 1'homme a de plus cher, et quellcs

pourroient etre ses motifs, quelles seroient ses ex-

cuses ? il me les a constamment et obstinement re-

fuses. Et ici, Mylord, je demande qu'il soit bien

entendu que 1'indignation et la doulcur ne m'empor-

tent pas au point, de ne pas distinguer en Lord

Charles Somerset les egards privs dont il a cher-

ch6 a adoucir ma captivite d'avec 1'horreur de Pacte

public par lequel il m'y a condamue ; bien qu'il soit
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demned me; although, indeed, towards the

end of my stay, the warmth of my expres-

sions, and the importunities of my complaints

irritated him, without doubt, to such a de-

gree, that in spite of my urgent entreaties,

and my severe bodily sufferings, he detained

me in the country, out of the reach of the

daily visits of physicians and the medicines of

the town.

At length, my Lord, after seven months

captivity, and the arrival, no doubt, of your

orders, it was signified to me that I might

now provide myself with a vessel for my con-

i que sur Ja fin de mon sejour la chaleur de mes

expressions, I'importunit6 de mes reclamations sans

doute Pont aigri au point de me retenir en dcpit

de mes instances et d'incoinmodites graves dans la

campagne, hors de la portee journaliere des me"de-

cins et des remedes de la ville.

Enfin, Mylord, apres 7 mois de captivite et vof

ordrcs sans doute arrives, il m'a e"te signing qu'il ne

me restoit plus qu'a me pourvoir d'un b^tiinciit <jui
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veyance to England. In vain I solicited such

a conveyance as was suitable to the distressed

state of my health and that of my son. All

the vessels of that description were refused

me, either on one pretext or another ; and I

was reduced therefore in my choice to the

only vessel which was ready to sail, and which

was fixed on, moreover, by the Governor him-

self. I was obliged to take my passage in it

a prisoner, and yet at my own expense, which

by the way, seems somewhat irreconcileable ;

it was a brig of 230 tons, with a crew of 12

pftt me conduire en Angleterre. J'at vainement

sollicite une occasion qui put conrenir a la de"-

tresse de ma sante et de celle de noon fils. Les

vaisseaux convenables m'ont et refusds par un

motif ou par un autre ; je me suis trouve r6duit

dans le choix qui m'dtoit laisse, au seul bailment

qui se trouvoit en parlance el indique d'ailleurs

par S. E. le Gouverneur lui-meme. J'ai du mV

embarquer caplif el pourtant a mes frais, ce qui

pour le dire en passant semble peu conciliable ;

c'eloit un brick dc 23O tonn. et de 12 hommes



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. 193

men, in which, without any physician, and

subject to all the inconveniences, to all the

privations, and all the evils of so small a

vessel, we were obliged to endure a passage of

nearly 100 days.

This, my Lord, is the whole of my case

connected with the Cape of Good Hope, and

of which the proofs and details are to be

found in my correspondence with Lord Charles

Somerset, seized byyour orders in the Thames,

and at this very moment in your possession.

d'e"quipage, sur lequel priv6 de me'decin, soumis a

tous les inconve'ments, a toutes les privations, a

tous les maux d'un aussi petit bailment, il nous a

fallu endurer une traversed de pres de 100 jours.

Voila, Mylord, toute la partie de raon affaire qui

concerne le Cap de Bonne Esperancc, et dont la

preuve et le deVeloppement se trouvent dans ma

correspondance avec Lord Charles Somerset, saisie

par vos ordres dans la Tamise, et en ce moment

en votre possession.

o
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On reaching your shores, my Lord, I

imagined all my sufferings were now at an

end. I had had the honour of addressing, on

my arrival at the Cape, a letter to His Royal

Highness the Prince Regent, in which I

claimed to be placed under his royal protec-

tion ; I had written to you at the same time

on the same subject. I did not doubt but

that these letters had effected the order for my
return ; and already I enjoyed in anticipation

a happiness which alleviated my sufferings.

I "was in the expectation of soon seejng again

my friends in London, of hearing from them

En atteignant vos rirages, Mylord, je croyois

'toucher enfin au terme de mes maux. J'avois eu

1'hbnneui' d'adresser en arrivant au Cap une lettre

a Son Altesse Royale le Prince Regent, pour me

placer sous sa protection royale ; je vous en avois

ecrit une en meme terns pour le meme sujet. Je

ne doutois pas que ce rie fussent ces lettres qui

avoient amen6 1'ordre de mon retour; deja je me

faisois un bonheur qui adoucissoit mes chagrins, de

retrouver les amis que j'ai a Londres ; d'y savoir si
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if my wife and children were still in existence,

of attending again to my private affairs which

for more than threeyears had been neglected and

were going to ruin. What was then ray astonish-

ment, when on entering the Thames, I was

immediately taken apart, placed under close

custody, with my papers sealed up! A few hours

afterwards one of your messengers arrested me

in the middle of the night, signified to me my
removal to the Continent, and conducted m
to Dover to carry it into execution. In the

delay of three days which took place, his

ma femme et mes enfants existoient ; d'y reprendre

mes int^rets domestiques depuis plus de 3 ans

n6glige's ou de*truits. Quel a ete" mon e"tonnement?

En entrant dans la Tamise, j'y ai etc aussit6t trans.

fe>e" a l'e*cart, mis au secret, et mes papiers scelle"s.

Pen d'heures apres un de vos messagers est venu se

saisir de moi au milieu de la nuit, m'a signifie ma

deportation sur le Continent, et m'a conduit a

Douvre pour la mettrc en execution. S'etant pr^-

trois jours de retard, son zele a su mettre ce

O 2
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zeal contrived to turn the time to good ac-

count ; he restored my papers to me, gave me

the necessary materials for writing, encouraged

me even as much as he could to write, and

then at the very moment of my departure,

after a most minute search, he seized every

line of writing that he could lay his hands on.

This is a species of trick, my Lord, which

I can only attribute to the low disposition of

the person by whom it was practised.

A circumstance ofthe same nature took place

at St. Helena. Sir Hudson Lowe after keep-

terns a profit ; il a remis mes papiers a ma dispo-

sition, m'a fait dormer tout ce qu'il me falloit pour

6crire, m'y a encourage de son mieux et a attendu

le dernier instant du depart pour saisir apres la

fouille la plus minutieuse jusqu'a la derniere ligne

d'e'criture. C'est une sorte de piege, Mylord, que

je n'ai garde d'attribuer autrement qu'a la bassesse

de celui qui l'a pratique".

Une circonstanee de meme nature s'e"toit pre"-

seiit6e a St. He'lene. Sir H. Lowe apres m'avoir
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ing me five weeks in close custody, in which

the means of writing were allowed me, wished

to search my papers again at my departure ;

but it was sufficient for me to represent to his

aid-de-ca.mp, the singular light in which the

facility which had been offered me of con-

signing to paper, ideas, which otherwise I

should have kept to myself, would appear to

the world ; Sir Hudson Lowe instantly re-

nounced the idea, and this is a piece ofjustice

which I owe to that governor.

garde* 5 semaines au secret, ou il m'uvoit permis

tous les mo) ens d'ecrire, voulut a nion depart fouil-

ler de nouveau mes papiers ; mais il me suffit alors

de donner a entendre a son aide-de-camp 1'etrange

couleur que prendroit la facility qui m'avoit e"t6

offerte de consigner sur le papier des id6es qu'autre-

inent j*aurois gardens en inoi-mcme. Sir H. Lowe

y renon9a a 1'instant ; c'est une justice que je dois

rendre a ce Gouverneur.

3
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But the strangest part of all this, my Lord,

and what will with difficulty be believed,

remains to be told. Your messenger, notwith-

standing all my efforts, packed up the whole

of my papers, and separated me from them

without drawing up an inventory of them, or

observing any of the formalities prescribed by

every jurisprudence in the world. Persuaded

that this deviation from the first of principles

proceeded from the ignorance of the subaltern,

and not from the orders of the minister, I

endeavoured for your sake, my Lord, to

Ce qu'il y a de plus Strange ici, Mylord, et qu'on

aura de la peine a croire, c'est que votre messager,

bien que j'en aye fait, a emball6 tous mes papiers

et m*en a se"par6 sans vouioir en tracer d'inventaire,

ni observer aucune des formalites que requierent

toutesles jurisprudences du monde. Persuade que

cette deviation du premier des principes provenoit

de 1'ignorance du subalterne, et non des ordres du

ministre, j'ai cherch6 a y rem^dier dans vos in-

t6rets, Mylord, en obtenaht et m'empressant d'y
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remedy the evil, by insisting for and obtain-

ing leave to affix my seal to them, in order to

enable you to correct in time the faults of

your agent. I hope this measure is perfectly

appreciated by your Lordship ; it proceeded,

as the nature of my papers will prove, solely

from a wish to
gjive you a specimen of my

character, and a proof of my moderation. I

had the honour of writing that moment tip

Lord Sidmouth, observing to him how neces-

sary my presence was in an examination of

papers, which a single word from me would

apposer mon sceau ; afin de vous mettre a meme de

regulariser a tenis les fautes de votre agent. Je

desire que V. S. apprecie cette mesure, elle a t6

calculee, afnsi que vous le prouvera la nature de

mes papiers, uniquement pour vous donner une

nuance de soon caractere et une preuve de ma mo-

d6ration. J'ai e.u 1'honneur de l'6crire a Tinstant

mgme a Lord Sidmouth et de lui faire observer en

meme terns combien ma presence demeuroit n~

cessaire k 1'examen de papiers qui par une seule

O 4
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render extremely simple, but which in my
absence might be unintelligible. Lord Sid-

mouth did not honour me with an answer.

Besides, my Lord, your agent laying aside

that decency and generosity which are so

characteristic of the individuals of your nation,

executed his mission with more harshness

than can be easily imagined. After first in-

sulting me by the most vulgar abuse of the

person whom I most venerate in this world,

he next lavished on me all the opprobrious

parole de rnoi deviennent fort simples, tandis que

mon absence peut les laisser inexplicable. Lord

Sidmouth ne m'a point honore* d'aucune re"ponse.

Mylord, votre agent du reste sortant de la de"-

cence et de la gdnerosite qui caractcriscnt si bien

les particulars de votre nation, a accompagne sa

mission de plus d'amertune qu'il ne seroit aise de

Pimaginer. Apres m'avoir choqu6 une premiere

fois par ses grossieres injures sur la personne que je

veiiere le plus dans le monde, il a epuis6 sur moi
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expressions of his language, merely because I

\yould not condescend to converse with him.

He had received orders from you to secure

me ; but could he imagine that you wished

to extend your power so far as to constrain

me to become a companion for him ? This

man was accompanied by another person,

against whom I have no complaint to make ;

although he bore a part in the insults offered

to me, yet I could occasionally distinguish a

certain moderation in his conduct, and he was

besides excited and stimulated by the other.

toutes les vilenies de la langue, et cela, parccque

je ne me pretois pas a converser avec lui. II avoit

regu de vous 1'ordre de me garder : mais a-t-il pu

croire, que vous eussiez voulu etendre votre pouvoir

jusqu'a me contraindre de faire societ6 arec lui ?

Get homme avoit un second, sur lequel ne s'6tendent

point mes plaintes j bien qu'il ait partage" les m^rnes

torts, j'ai su ne'anmoins lui distinguer par fois cer-

taine retenue, et puis il a et excite", aiguillonne"

par le premier.
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Your messenger, my Lord, in signifying

to me the order for my removal in the middle

of the night, left me no choice but Calais or

Ostend. I had scarcely had time to recover

my consciousness, when it was necessary for

me to come to an instant decision. A few

hours afterwards, when I was able to reflect

o-n my situation, I asked if I could be permitted

to go to America or any other part of the

Continent? He answered in the negative,

and added that he had already communicated

my choice to the government; I insisted, but

he declared he was certain that all my efforts

Mylord, votre messager en me signifiant Tordre

cle ma deportation au milieu de la nuit, ne m'alaissc

do choix que Calais ou Ostende. A peine a moi-

Bieme il a fallu me decider sur le champ. Peu

d'heures apres rendu a la reflexion, j'ai clemandc

s'il ne me seroit pas permis d'aller en Amerique, ou

sur quelqu'autre point du continent ? il m'a 6te re-

pondu que non, que d'ailleurs d'apres mon choix il

avoit deja 6crit au gouvernement j j'ai insiste, mais

il m'a declare etre sur que tous mes efforts seroient
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would be useless. Could his assertion, my
Lord, possibly be true ? I cannot believe it.

Still however it was the means of fixing my

destiny.

The order of the Prince Regent instantly to

depart from Great Britain, was exhibited to

my eyes, but withheld from my hands. Was

this refusal a necessary form ? Was it a pre-

caution ? Was there a responsibility attached

to this royal act, or were they afraid that it

would be to me a title of honour? In fact

what else could it be, if specifying no ground

inutiles. Son assertion pourroit-elle tre vraie,

Mylord ? je ne saurois le croire, toutefois ma des-

tine*e a 6te arrete"e en consequence.

On a montre a mesyeux et'l'on a refuse* a mes

mains 1'ordre de S. A. R. le Prince Regent de sortir

a 1'instant de la Grande Bretagne. Ce refus est-il

une forme ? est-il une precaution ? cet acte royal

entra'neroit-il une responsabilite ou a-t-on craint

que je n'en fisse un titre d'honneur ? et en eflfet que

pourroit-il etre autrement, si n'arguant aucun grief
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of complaint it appeared to be directed only

against a case of most rare occurrence, that of

a servant sacrificing himself along with hit

master whom fortune had abandoned.

My Lord, in the limited choice to which

your Lordship restricted me, I preferred Os-

tend to Calais, from pure motives of delicacy,

originating in my tender veneration for my

country. That it should be said an act of vir-

tue drew down on me the persecution of my

countrymen would have been painful to me

il ne semble punir qu'un des plusraresdevouements,

celui d'un serviteur s'immolant avec son maitre qu'a-

voit abandonne la fortune.

Mylord, dans le choix re"treci que m'a fait par-

venir V. Seigneurie j'ai donn6 la preference a Os-

tende sur Calais, par de simples motifs de delicatesse

pulse's
dans ma tendre vne>ation pour la patrie ;

il

m'en auroit trop coute qu'on eCit pu dire, ue mes

compatriotes m'auroient pers6cut6 pour un acte dc

vertu ; et peut-etre de leur part c'eut-il ti au,
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in the extreme ; though perhaps it would have

been excusable at least on their part ; but on

yours, my Lord, my transportation from

England was an act of mere caprice, a piece

of harshness for which there can be no excuse*

However that may be, here I am on the

Continent ; and I have been thrown on it by

your orders and contrary to my own inclination.

And here, my Lord, let me be permitted to

pause for a moment. I know all the circum-

stances of my life, and fortunately for me,

there is not a corner of Europe to which I

cannot carry a tranquil heart, a serene coun-

moins excusable
; de la votre, Mylord, ma deporta-

tion d'Angleterre n'a t6 qu'un vrai caprice, une

durete sans excuse.

Quoi qu'il en soit, me voila stir le continent ; j'y

ai etc jette de votre fait et centre mon gre, et ici,

Mylord, qu'il me soit permis de m*arr6ter un in-

stant. Je connois toutes les cireorvstances de ma

vie, et fortune"ment il n'est pas de coin en Europe,

oil je ne puisse porter un coeur tranquille, tin front
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tcnance, and a firm attitude. But you, my

Lord, who have neither the time, nor the wish,

nor facilities, to investigate my obscure career,

if it had happened that from political dissen-

tions, during which acts which give rise to

prosecution
are not always crimes, my person

had been in danger ;
if I had perished, the

world would have pronounced me a victim;

but you, my Lord, who had exposed me to

that danger, what name would have been

given to you ? Would you not have put it in

the power of the world to say,
" While it is

serein, un pas assure. Mais vous, Mylord, qui

n'avez ni de loisir, ni le vouloir, ni les facilit6s de

rechercher mon obscure carriere, si par hazard, les

dissentions politiques durant lesquelles les actes

poursuivis ne sont pas toujours des crimes, eussent

mis ma personne en danger ;
si j'y eusse succombe",

on m'eiit dit une victime ; mais vous, Mylord, qui

m'auriez livre", quei nom n'eut pas &t& le votre t

ne vous exposiez-vous pas a ce qu'on put dire,

" tandis que les loix Anglaises s'enorgueillissent
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" the boast of the English laws that they have

<c abolished the negro slave trade in the Ame-
"

rican Islands, the English ministry carry

(t on a trade in white flesh on the Continent

" of Europe?"

Through the impulsion, my Lord, which

your Lordship gave to my destiny, I was

seized and conducted like a malefactor through

the kingdom of the Netherlands ; my dying

state procured for me no pity. I gave loud

vent to my indignation. On this subject, shall

I venture, my Lord, to transcribe truths for

you of by no means an agreeable nature ? But

" d'avoir aboli la traite des negres aux isles d'Ame-

**
rique, les ministres Anglais trafiquent de la chair

" blanche stir le Continent de 1'Europe ?
"

Mylord, par suite de I'imfTulsion que V. S. a im-

priine" a mes destinies, j'ai ete saisi et conduit au

travers du Royaume des Pays-Bas en malfaiteur et

sans
pitie" bien que moribond. J'en ai jett6 les

hauls ens. Oserai-je a ce sujet, Mylord, vous

transcrire des veritds peu ugreubles ? mais pourqnoi
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why not ? It is the right of all your country-

men to speak the truth, without fear, to a mi-

nister of England ; and to this right, a stran-

ger whose sufferings have given him such

just grounds of complaint, has surely a still

stronger claim. When I exclaim against the

shocking abuse of power which had been prac-

tised with regard to me, 1 was asked from

what point of the globe I came, and what cause

I had to be astonished ? Some said to me :

" Our King is good, do not blame him ; he is

"
truly the instrument by which you are

" struck. The tyrannical hand comes from

pas ? C'est le droit de tous vos compatriotes de faire

entendre la vrite saus crainte a un ministre d'An-

gleterre ;
a plus forte raison ce doit etre celui d'un

Stranger qui a de si justes motifs de plainte et de

doujeur. En bien quand je me suis r6cri6 sur un

si reVoltant abus a mon gard, on m'a demande" de

quel point du globe je venois, d'ou pouvoit naitre

mon e'tonnement? Les uns m'ont dit :
" Notre roi

" est bon, ne vous en prenez pas a lui ; il n'est que

' rinstrument dont on vous frappe. La main ty-
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<e a greater distance.** Others observed,
" The

"
English people have long had factories in

" India for their traffic ; the English minis-

"
try now establish factories on the Continent

" for their despotism. When their authority
<( terminates in England they continue it on the

" Continent. They have placed their instru-

'* ments of torture and their executioners

"
among us. Neither their Inquisition nor

" their punishment will you be able to escape.'*

They would then give vent to all manner of

invectives and imprecations against England

"
rannique vient de plus loin." D'autres ont dit :

" Le peuple Anglais a depuis longtems des comp-
" toirs aux Indes pour son traffic ;

les ministres

"
Anglais en e"tablissent aujourd'hui sur le Continent

"
pour leur despotisme. Quand leur autorite finit

'* en Angleterre, ils Ja continuent sur !e Continent.

" C'est chez nous qu'ils ont place leurs instrument

" de torture et leurs ex^cuteurs. Vous n'echappe-

" rez point a leur inquisition ni a ses supplices."

Et alors les diatribes, les imprecations de pleuvoic

f
\
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and the English people. Undoubtedly, my
Lord, prudent and intelligent persons, not

under the influence of passion, are far from

falling into this mistake, and know very well

the party to which the blame ought exclusively

to be attached; they can distinguish very well

between the excellence of the laws and their

violation, and the abuse of power ; they know

that true Englishmen combat and detest every

kind of tyranny both at home and abroad ;

that they are in their own island the most ar-

dent defenders, the most zealous guardians of

the grand and sublime truths which on our

sur 1'Angleterre et les Anglais. Sans doute, Mylord,

les gens sages, instruits et sans passion, sent loin de

s'y tromper, et savent a qui s'en prendre exclusive-

ment ;
ils distinguent fort bien 1'excellence des loix,

d'avec leur violation et les abus du pouvoir ; ils

savent que les vrais Anglais combattent et detestent

toute espece de tyrannic cbez eux et au loin ; qu'ils

sent dans leur isle les defenseurs les plus ardents,

les gardiens les plus zeles des grandcs ct belles ve-

rite's qui sur notre Continent sont 1'cbjet do nos es-
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Continent are the objects of our hopes and our

wishes. But the bulk of the people do not

examine matters so closely; they find it easier

to accuse a nation en masse and to load a whole

people with their maledictions.

But after all, my Lord, what is my crime,

and what can be the motive of so cruel a per-

secution ? I have a right to demand an answer

from you, and the countries where this perse-

cution was prolonged through your impulsion,

join me in making this demand. Everywhere

the authorities who concurred in enforcing the

pe"ranees et de nos voeux. Mais le gros du vulgaire

n'y regarde pas de si pres ;
il trouve plus court de

s'en prendre a une nation en masse et de la maudire

toute entiere.

Mais enfin, Mylord, apres tout quel est mon

crime, quel peut etre le motif d'une si cruelle per-

se'cution ? J'ose vous le demander, et les pays ou

clle s'esfc prolongee par votre impulsion, vous le de-

mandent avec moi. Partotit les autoriteV qui ont

p 2
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measures against my person, carefully avoided

me ; they would have been embarrassed with

my rights and they could have assigned no

motives for their acts ; they were even them-

selves ignorant of the source and the cause of

them. From the Cape of Good Hope to the

place where I now am, whenever I demanded

what judgment, what sentence, what charge

existed against me ? I was always answered

that it was by an order every thing was done.

But when I requested to know the grounds,

I was uniformly answered by silence.

agi sur ma persotine m'ont eVite
1

avec soin ; elles

eussent etc embarrassees de tnes droits et n'eussent

pu motiver leurs actes ; elles en ignorent elles-memes

la source et la cause
; depuis le Cap cle Bonne-Es-

perance jusqiTau lieu ou je me trouve, si je demande

quel jugement, quelle sentence, quelle charge

existe centre moi, on ne me re"pond que par un

ordre. Si je sollicitc un motif je n'obtiens que le

silence.



COUNT DE LAS CASAS. SIS

I had the honour, my Lord, in a letter

from the Cape of Good Hope, to ask you,

and I now repeat the question: what rea-

sonable objection could possibly be urged to

the wish which I entertained of remaining

on your soil and amongst you? Were you
afraid of my speaking or writing on politi-

cal subjects? But with what inconvenience

could this be attended on your island ? Were

you afraid of the importunity of my com-

plaints against your administration ? But is

there a point on the Continent where I could

MyJord, j'ai eu 1'honneur de vous 1'ecnre du Cap
et j'ose vous le re'pe'ter ici. Quelle objection raison-

nable s'opposoit aux voeux que je formois de demeu-

rersur votre sol et auprcs de vous? Craignoit-on

queje ne parlasse, n'e'crivisse sur des sujets poli-

tlques ? Mais quel inconvenient pouvoicnt-ils avoir

sur votre isle ? Craignoit-on que je ne fisse entendre

des plaintes importunes sur votre administration ?

Mais est-il un point sur le Continent cm Ton inter.

P 3
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not give vent to my complaints, and where 1

should not find the minds of men disposed to

receive them ? Your vicinity, my Lord, your

territory alone, was it not the very place where

you would have had the most power and

authority over me ? Should my conduct have

been culpable, had you not your general laws ?

Should it have been disagreeable, had you not

your particular laws, and especially the alien

bill ? And what is more than all this, you had

for guarantee of my reserve and my mode-

ration, my desire of remaining among you.

This desire was ardent in the extreme, my Lord,

disc mes cris, et ou je ne trouve les esprits disposes

a m'entendre ? Votre voisinage, Mylord, votre seul

territoire, n'toit-il pas celui ou vous aviez sur moi

le plus d'action et d'autorite ? Si je me rendois cou-

pable, n'avez-vous pas vos loix generates ? Si je

me rendois d6sagr6able, n'ave/-vous pas vos loix

particulieres, et surtout le bill des strangers ? Enfin

plus que tout cela, vous aviez pour garantie de ma

reserve et de ma moderation mon desir de demeurer

aupres de vous ; et ce desir e"toit extreme, Mylord,
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and I will tell you why. My residence in

England would have fulfilled the destiny of

the rest of my life, the wish to consecrate

myself for ever (within the limits of your re-

gulations, and by the legal means which you

have allowed) to the procuring alleviation and

consolation to him for whom I weep. I will

do you, my Lord, as well as your colleagues,

the justice to suppose you possessed of suf-

ficient elevation to fulfil in this respect a po-

litical duty only, and to be strangers to every

thing like personal animosity. When you

et je vais vous en dire la cause. Mon sejour en

Angleterre accomplissoit les yoeux, le destin dureste

de ma vie, celui de me consacrer a jamais (en dedans

de vos reglements, et par les voies l^gales que vous

avez admises) a procurer ties adqucissements et des

consolations a celui que je pleure. Je vous suppose

assez d'elevation, Mylord, ainsi qu'a vos collegues,

pour ne remplir en cette circonstance qu'un devoir

politique et demeurer etranger a toute animosite*

personnelle. Quand vous avez pourvu a la surete"

P 4



2l6 MEMOIRS OP

have secured the person of the captive, ypu

cannot envy him those indulgences by which

you will be burdened. You will rather fa-

cilitate than obstruct any endeavours to pro-

cure him consolations of this nature. Now I

implore from you this religious employment ;

my heart is set on fulfilling it, and I will

fulfil it with sincerity; I should have convinced

you of this, my Lord, if I had been allowed to

approach you ; I do not yet despair of it ; I

renew my solicitation, and always

- I own also, my Lord, that I had always re-

du captif, vous ne sauriez Jui envier des indulgences

qui ne vous seront point a charge. Vous le iacili-

terez plutdt, or j'implore de vous cet emploi reli*

gieux, mon coeur a le besoin de le remplir, je le

ferai avec loyautd ; je vous eri eusse convaincu, My-

lord, si j'avois pu parvenir jusqu'a vous, et je n'en

desespere point encore, je sollicite de nouveau et

toujours ....

J'avois compte aussi, Myiord, je 1'avoue, comme
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lied, as a chance of admission to you, on the

desire of your Lordship to seize this sin-

gular occasion of confirming yourself in the

knowledge of the truth ; I thought that your

post and your character rendered this an

imperative duty. In pronouncing on the

complaints from St. Helena what contiadictory

information has enabled you to discharge your

noble functions ef a jury ? I should have

answeied all your questions with candour and

without passion ; I should have convinced you

without noise, if such had been your desire,

une chance de mon admission aupres de vous, le

de"sir de votre Seigneur ie de saisir cette occasion

singuiicre de vous affermir dans la connoissance de

la ve'rite', je pensois que votre poste et votre carac-

tere vous en faisoit une loi. En prononant sur les

plaintes de St. HeMene quelles lumieres contradio

toires ont claire* vos nobles fonctions de jury ?

J'eusse repondu a toutes vos questions, avec can-

deur, sans passion ; je vous eusse convaincu sans

bruit, si vous en aviez eu le de"sir, de toutes les er-
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of all the errors in which the multiplicity and

the importance of your affairs allow )ou to

remain with respect to us. I have read in three

different papers (Times, New Times, and

London Chronicle) your answer to Lord Hol-

land on his motion respecting St. Helena, and

I can assure you that almost every line of

it is incorrect. God forbid ! my Lord, that I

should attribute insincerity to you. But your

subordinate officers have misinformed you.

Your Lordship affirmed ihat none of the re-

lations of the Emperor Napoleon, excepting

reurs dans lesquelles la multiplicity et 1'importancc

de vos affaires vous laissent sur ce qui nous con-

cerne. J'ui lu dans trois papiers differents (les

Times, New-Times et London Chronicle) votre re*-

ponse a Lord Holland sur sa motion de St. He"lene,

et je puis vous assurer que presque chaque ligne est

une irregularite. A Dieu ne plaise, Mylord, que

je ne vous croye dans la bonne foi. Mais vos bureaux

vous ont mal instruit. V. S. a affirme qu'aucun des

parents de 1'Empereur Napoleon, excepte" son frere.
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his brother Joseph had written to him. And

yet I myself have given him three or four letters

transmitted by you to him though the medium

of Sir Hudson Lowe, namely, from his

mother, from the Princess Borghese and his

brother Lucien. The fact is of little im-

portance in itself, my Lord ; but this material

inaccuracy ought to excite your doubts as to

other points and to give weight to my as-

sertions as to the rest of the transactions.

With regard to what concerns me, for instance,

it is so disfigured, that whatever prejudices I

Joseph, ne lui avoit e*crit. Car je lui ai remis moi-

:neme 3 ou 4 lettres venues de vous par le canal de

Sir H. Lowe ; savoir de Me. Mere, Madame la

princesse Borghese et son frere Lucien. Le fait est

peu important en lui-meme, Mylord ; mais cetle in-

exactitude malerielle doit exciter vos doutes sur

d'autres points, et donner du poids a mes assertions

sur le reste. Ce qui me concerne par exemple est

tellement de'figure', que, quelqne pr^juge* que j'aic
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may have had reason to entertain against Sir

H. Lowe, I do not hesitate to think that he

will himself complain of the incorrectness of

the exposition. Besides, my Lord, in the heat

of party and of every kind of opposition, the

truth naturally appears under two aspects.

Mine cannot be precisely the same as yours.

The public know this, and hence they would

have wished to form their opinion from

official papers. You thought it your duty

however to refuse them. Have you not thereby,

my Lord, fixed their opinion ?

lieu d'entretenir centre Sir H. Lowe, je n'hsite pas

a per.ser qu'il se r^criera sans cloute lui-mme sur

1'irr^gularite de Pexposition. Du reste, Mylord,

dans la chaleur des partis, et de toute opposition, il

se forme indvitablement deux veiite's. La micnne

ne sauroit tre precisement la votre. Le public le

sait, aussi c'est sur les pieces officielles qu'il auroit

aim a etablir.Ki sienne. Vous avez cru devoir

les refuser. Mylord, n'aurez-vous pas fixe son

opinion?
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After these long details, I shall briefly, my
Lord, recapitulate the reasons for which I now

address you.

1. I demand justice and redress for the abuse

of authority, the arbitrary and tyrannical act by

which Lord Charles Somersst so long deprived

me of my liberty, in violation of the positive

laws of his country.

2. I demand justice and redress for the ir-

regularity with which all my papers were seized

in the Thames ; the persons who took posses-

Mylord, je me r6sume apres de si longs details:

1. Je demande justice et redressement de Tabus

d'autorite, de 1'acte arbitraire tyrannique par lequel

Lord Charles Somerset m'a prive si long-terns de

ma libertc, en violation des loix positives de son

pays.

2. Je demande justice et redressement des formes

irregulicrcs avec lesquelles on a saisi tous mes

papiers dans la Tamise, on m'en a sSpare" sans vou-



222 MEMOIRS OP

sion of them having refused to draw up any in-

ventory of them notwithstanding all my in-

treaties.

3. I demand justice and redress for having

been, in contempt of every principle, delivered

over as a prisoner to the Continent ; and after-

wards, in consequence of the impulsion, or in-

structions given with regard to me, constrain-

ed to pass through Belgium and the adjacent

countries as a malefactor.

4. I demand the inspection and prompt
1

restitution of the papers taken from me on the

loir en de"pit de toutes mes instances en tracer d'in-

ventaire.

3. Je demande justice et redressement d'avoir au

niepris de tous les principes e"te livre captif sur le

Continent, et ensuite de 1'impulsion ou des instruc-

tions donne"es, 6t6 contraint de traverser la Belgique

et les pays adjacents en malfaiteur.

4. Je demande la visile et la restitution promptes

des papiers qwi m'ont 6te saisis dans la Tamise. La
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Thames. The most of them had been in-
*

speeded by Sir Hudson Lowe, and others of

them are absolutely necessary to me in the

daily management of my domestic affairs ; they

contain all the titles of my property and for-

tune, and without them I atn left entirely

destitute.*

* These papers have since been restored, it is true, bat

after an interval of tour months. The ministry even wrote

that they had sent them off immediately and without

opening them; they have thereby fully disavowed their

agent, but does this in any respect extinguish the right to

redress for a privation of four months, and to demand that

a violation so monstrous as that of the subaltern should be

punished ? The Count never pretended that his papers should

not be examined ; it was their forms and their tyranny

alone, against which he protested.

plupart avoient et6 respectes par Sir H. Lowe, et

d'autres me deviennent absolument ncessaires dans

I'usage journalier demes circonstaucesdomestiques ;

ils contiennent tous mes litres de propriety et do

fortune, sans eux je demeure priv de tout.*

Cespapiers ont 6tc restitues depuis, il est vrai, mais au bout de

4 mois. Les rainistres ont meme fait ecrire qu'ils les avoient ren-

voyes immediatement et sans les ouvrir
; ils ont pleinemcnt dcs-

avoue par Ik sans doute leur agent, mais en est-on moms fonde a

poursuirre une privation de 4 mois et le chatiment d'une violation

aussi monstrueuse que celle du subalterne? Le Conite n'a jamai?
prctendu se refuser a 1'examen dc ses papicrs, il ne s'est eltve que
eontre les (ormcs et leurs tyrannies.
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5. I demand the restitution of my St. He-

lena papers, the inventory of which, certified

and signed by Sir Hudson Lowe, is among the

papers seized in the Thames. The papers of

St. Helena are reduced nearly to a single ma-

nuscript embracing the space of eighteen

months, in which day by day, are inscribed,

though still in an incomplete and disorderly

state, the conversations, the words, the ges-

tures perhaps of him who long guided the des-

tinies of Europe.

This manuscript was in its nature sacred, and

5. Je demande la restitution de mes papiers de St.

Helene dont 1'inventaire, reconnu et signe" par Sir

H. Lowe, se trouve parmi les papiers saisis sur la

Tamise. Les papiers de St. H61ene se reduisent

a peu pres a un seul manuscrit, renfermant 1'espace

de 18 mois, od jour pour jour se trouvent inscrits,

encore en desordre et sans etre arrt6s, les conver-

sations, les paroles, les gestes peut-etre, de celui

qui longtems guida les destinies de 1'Europe.

Of manuscrit sacre par sa nature et son objet ctoit
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its object was unknown to all, and ought to re-

main so ; I allowed Sir Hudson Lowe to ob-

tain a sufficient knowledge of it to be convinced

of its inoffensive nature. On arriving at tbe

Cape I had the honour to write to the Prince

Regent through the channel of ministers, as well

as to themselves, in order to place these precious

materials under their special protection ; I made

this demand in the name of justice, in the name

of history. They are, in the eyes of all laws,

my sacred property, and that of my children,

and of posterity.

inconnu a tous et devoit le demeurer ; j'en ai laiss

prendre connoissance a Sir H. Lowe suffisamment

pour le convaincre de son inoffensive nature. En

arrivant au Cap j'ai eu 1'honneur d'6crire au Prince

Regent par le canal des ministres aussi bien qu*a

eux-mmes pour mettre ces materiaux pre"cieux

sous leur protection sp^ciale : je le leur demandois

au nom de la justice ; au nom de Phistoire. Us sont

aux yeux de toutes les loix ma propri6t6 sacre,

celle de mes enfants, celle de Pavenir.

a
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6. Lastly, and above all, I demand the res-

titution of the letter which the Emperor Na-

poleon did me the honour to address to me,

when in close custody in the island of St. He-

lena. A letter with which politics have no

concern, read by the Governor of St. Helena,

read by ministers even, (or which might have

been read by them, if they had chosen) could by

no code in the world, however severe the con-

fidential expressions in this letter may be in

other respects, be withdrawn from him whose

property it has become. This precious object is

6. Enfin et sur toute chose je detnancle la restitu-

tion de la lettre que 1'Empereur Napole"on m'a fait

1'honneur de m'adresser dans ma prison an secret

dans 1'isle de St. Helene. Une lettre etrangere a la

politique, IUQ par le Gouverneur de St. He*lene, fue

par les ministres memes s'ils 1'ont voulu, ne sauroit

dans aucun code du monde, quelque s6ver'es d'ail-

leurs qu'en pussent etre ses expressions confidentielles,

etre enleve"e a celui dont elle est devenue la propri6te".

Get objet pre'cieux et sacre est la recompense de ma
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sacred, is the recompence of my life, .
the title

of my children, the monument of my family.

To you, my Lord, by -nature and reflection

the friend of propriety and moderation, I first

address the enumeration of my grievances. It

is from you alone, that without noise I de-

mand redress. If your Lordship thinks it your

duty to abstain from answering me, I shall

then be under the necessity of addressing my

complaints to your tribunals of justice ; after

them, the tribunal of public opinion is still

vie, le titre de mes enfants, le monument de ma

famille.

Mylord, ami naturel et re'fle'chi de toute conve-

nance et de toute moderation, c'est a vous que j'a-

dresse d'abord 1'enume'ration de mes griefs. C'est a

vous seul a qui j'en demandc sans bruit le redresse-

ment. Si V. S. croyoit ne devoir pas y re"pondre,

c'est a vos tribunaux de justice alors auxquels je me

trouverois dans 1'obligation d'adresser mes plaintes ;

apres eux viendra encore le tribunal de 1'opinion
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open ; and what is still more than all, there

is a supreme tribunal on high, which looking

down on both the victim and the tyrant, ac-

complishes in eternity, the infallible triumph

of all rights, and the final chastisement of alf

injustice.

I have the honour to be,

MY LORD.

With high consideration, &c.

(Signed) THE COUNT DE LAS CASAS.

publique, et ensuite, par-dessus tout encore ce tri-

bunal supreme d'en-haut qui planaut e"galement sur

la victime et les tyrannies accomplit dans 1'e'ternite'

le triomphe infaillible de tous les droits, et le chad

ment final de toutes les injustices.

J'ai 1'honneur d'etre, Mylord, avec une haute

consideration, etc.

(Sign6) LE COMTE DE LAS CASA&.

FINIS.

Printed by Cox and Baylis, Great Quten Street..

Lincoln'*- 1nn-Flelds.
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the Year 1811. Second Edition. By SAMUEL CHARLES WILKS, A.M. of St. Edmund
Hall, Oxon. 1 Vol. 12mo. Price 3s. Boards.

9. CONSOLATION for MOURNERS ; Five Sermons, entitled Faith's Estimate
of Afflictive Dispensations. By the late Rev. JOHN HILL. Price Is. Gd. sewed.

10. TRANSACTIONS of the HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY of LONDON.
Vol. 1, 4to, Price 2L 15s. Boards. Vol. 2, Price 61. 10s. Boards. Vol. 3, Part 1,

Price 11. 10s. sewed.

N.B. ThU Work is published in P*rt, and is illustrated with beautiful Ensnviugs of vxrioni

ipecimens of Fruit, <Sc.

11. HINTS to a TRAVELLER into Foreign Countries. By the Rev. JOHN
MARRIOTT, A.M. of Church Lawford, Warwick. Second Edition. Price Is. (id.

12. AN INQUIRY whether Crime and Misery are produced or prevented by our

present System of Prison Discipline, illustrated by Descriptions. By THOMAS
FOWLER BUXTON. Second Edition. Price 5s. Boards.

13. The INFLUENCE of GENIUS. A Poem, by JAMES BRYDGBS WIILYAMI,

Esq. 8vo. Price 6s. Boards.

14. PRACTICAL VIEW of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, ia it* EARLY
STAGES. 1 Vol. 12mo. Fourth Edition. Price 5s. Boards.

15. VOYAGE to LOCUTA, a Fragment : with Etchings and Notes of Illustration.

Dedicated to Theresa Tidy, Author of the Eighteen Maxims of Neatness and Or.ler.

By LEMUEL GULLIVER, Jun. 1 Vol. 12mo. Price 4s. boards.

16. SERMONS. By the Rev. JOHN MARRIOTT, M. A. of Church Lawford, War-

wick. Price 10s. 6d. Boards.

17. A WORLD WITHOUT SOULS. By the Rev. J. W. CUNNINGHAM, Vicar of

Harrow. Seventh Edition. Price 5s. 6d. Board*.

18. OBSOLETE IDEAS, in Six Letters, addressed to Maria. Dedicated to Vis-

countess Cremorne. By Mrs. ELIZA BUOWNB. Fourth Edition. Price 4s. Beard*.

19. The HISTORY of NEW'SOUTH WALES. Second Edition. 1 Vol. Svo.

Price 14s. Boards.



Lately published by JOHN HATCHARD, 190, Piccadilly.

0. SERMONS. By the Rev. JOHN VENN, M. A. Rector of Clapham, 3 Vols. bvo.

Price II. 11s. 6d. Boards. -

21. A SECOND EDITION of a TREATISE on the RECORDS of the CREA-
TION, and on the MO UAL ATTRIBUTES of the CREATOR, with particular

Reference to the Jewish History, and to the Consistency of the Principle of Popula-
tion with the Wisdom and Goodness of the Deity. By JOHN SOMNEU, M. A. &C.

In 2 Vols. 8vo. '11. 1?.

22. The CHURCH CATECHISM and the RITE of CONFIRMATION, ex-

plained nd illustrated in a Course of Lectures. By the Rev. THOMAS TUNSTALL

HAVERFIEI.D, B. D. Fellow of Christ Church College, Oxford
;
and Chaplain to Hit

Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex. 1 Vol. Svo.

23. HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY; or, the CHILD'S MANUAL: being
a Collection of Stories calculated to shew the Importance and Effects of a religious

Education, illustrated with a suitable Frontispiece. By Mrs. SHEKWOOU, Author
of Little Henry amlhis Be-.rer, &c. 1 Vol. 12mo. Price 5s. 6d. Boards.

24. OBSERVATIONS on the IMPOLICY, ABUSES, and FALSE INTERPRE-
TATION of the POOR LAWS, and on the REPORTS of the TWO HOUSES of

PARLIAMENT. By JOHN EARL OF SHEFFIELD. Second Edition, with an Appen-
dix, Ss. sewed.

25. The BIBLE, and NOTHING but the BIBLE, the RELIGION of the

CHURCH of ENGLAND: being an Answer to the Letter of an Unitarian Lay
Seceder: with Notes and Illustrations, containing Schleusner's Interpretation of

Passajces of the New Testament relative to the established Doctrines of Christianity :

to which are added, a Postscript on the Anti-Socinianism of Newton and Locke : and a

Letter dedicatory to the Bishop of Gloucester on the Divinity and Atonement of

Christ. By the BISHOP OF ST. DAVID'S. Second Edition. To which are added,
Three Addresses to Persons calling themselves Unitarians.

28. PASTORAL DUTIES: particularly addressed to the younger Clergy. 1 Vol.

12mo. Price 2s. sewed.

27. The NECESSITY of maintaining SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE, and endeavour-

ing by every means to promote Peace and Union in the Church of Christ, considered,
in Two Act Sermons, preached before the University, in the Chapel of Trinity

College, Dublin, on Sunday, the 25th of January, and Sunday, the 1st of February,
1818, for the Degrees of B. D. and D. D. By the Rev. HANS HAMILTON, D. D.
Rector and Vicar of Knocktopher and Kilmaganay, in the Diocese of Ossory.
Price 3s.

28. SERMONS, selected from the Manuscripts of the late Rev. C. MOORE, A. M.
Rector of Cuxton, <fcc. Dedicated to the Queen. 2 Vols. 8vo. Price 11. Is. Boards.

29. THREE SERMONS on particular Occasions. By the Right Rev. the LORD
BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER. Price 2s.

30. A SKETCH ofMY FRIEND'S FAMILY ; intended to suggest some practical
Hints on Religion and domestic Manners. By Mrs. MARSHALL, Author of Hen-
wick Tales. " In every work regard the writer's end." 1 Vol. 12mo. Price 4s. 6d.

Boards.

31. A COMPENDIOUS ILLUSTRATION of the PRINCIPLES of HAR-
MONY. By J. RELFE, Musician in Ordinary to His Majesty, Professor and Teacher
of the Pianoforte. Price 21s. Half Bound.

32. A KEY to DITTO. Price 3s.

33. A LETTER to a highly respected Friend, on the Subject of CERTAIN"
ERRORS, of the ANTINOMIAN KIND, which have-lately sprung up in the Went
of England, and are now making an alarming Progress throughout the Kingdom.
With NOTES and an APPENDIX. By the Rev. JOHN SIMONS, LL.B. Rector of
Paul's Cray. Price 4s. Boards.

34. WOODHOUSE'S TRANSLATION of the APOCALYPSE. Royal 8ro.

1 8s. Boards.

35. CHARGE of the Right Hon. and Rev. LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER, 1816.

Third Edition. Price 2s.

36. CRABBE'S (Rev. G.) POETICAL AVORKS ; containmg The Village, The :

Borough, and Tales. A new Edition, 4 vols. foolscap Svo. price 27s. boards
;

3

vols. Svo. 11. 1-ls. Od or royal paper, 3 vols. 31. 3s.

37. SCOTTS BIBLE, 6 vols. 4to. 71. 10s. Boards. The Holy pible, containing the

Old and New Testaments, according to the Public Versions, with Explanatory
Practical Observations, and copious Marginal References. By THOMAS SCOTT,
Rector of Aston Sandford, Bucks, and late Chaplain to the Lock Hospital. A nevr

Edition, with Corrections by the Author.



Lately published by JOHN HATCHAKD, 190, Piccadilly.

38. HOOK'S (The late Nathaniel, Esq.) SIX LETTERS to a Lady of Quality,

upon the Subject of Religious Peace, and the true Foundation of it. 12mo. 2s sewed.

30. COWPER'S (late William Esq.) POEMS ; containing his Posthumous Poetry,
and a Sketch of his Life. By his Kinsman, JOHN JOHNSON,.LL. D. Rector of Vaxhanx
with Wellborne in Norfolk. 3 vols. Svo., 11. 13s.; royal paper, 21. 4s.; 3 vols. 12mo.
11. 2s.

;
3 vols. 18nio. 15s. , 1 vol. 32mo. 5s. Boards.

40. A NARRATIVE of the LIVESof the more eminent FATHERS of the THREE
FIRST CENTURIES ; interspersed with copious Quotations from their Writings ;

familiar Observations on their Characters and Opinions ; and occasional References
to the most remarkable Events and Persons of the Times in which they lived.

Inscribed, by Permission, to the Hon. and Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Gloucester.

By the Rev. ROBERT Cox, A. M. perpetual Curate of St. Leonard's, Bridgnorth.
Svo. 10s. 6d. Boards,

41. NEWTON'S (The late Rev. John) WORKS, C vols. Ovo. 31. 3s.

4B. PRACTICAL SERMONS FOR EVERY SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 3

vols. 12mo. 16s. Gd. boards.

43. POETRY of the ANTI-JACOBIN, Sixth Edition, 12mo. boards, 7s. 6d.

11. An INVESTIGATION of the POLICY of MINISTERS. Price 2s. Gd. sewed.

45. REPORTS OF THE SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CONDITION,
AND INCREASING THE COMFORTS OF THE POOR. 6 vols. 12mo. 12.
boards; or in 6 vols. Svo. 11. 19s. Gd. and Nos. 37, 38, 39, and 40, of vol. 7, each la.

46. RICHMOND'S ANNALS of the POOR, 12mo. 5s. bds. or I8mo. 3s. 6d. bds.

47. WATKINS'S COURSE OF SCRIPTURAL READINGS. 3 vols. 12mo.
24s. Boards.

48. SANDYS' (Dr. Edwin, formerly Archbishop of York,) SERMONS. A new
Edition, with Life of the Author. By THOMAS DUNHAM WHITAKER, LL.D. F.S-A.
Vicar of Whalley in Lancashire. 1 vol. Svo. 12s. boards.

The excellency of these Sermons has been long acknowledged, and with very little alteration the

language may be modernised, ami adapted for the pulpits of the present day.

49. SUMNER'S APOSTOLICAL PREACHING CONSIDERED, in an Exa-
mination of St. Paul's Epistles, 1 vol. Svo. Second Edition with Additions, 9s. boards.

50. EXTRACTS FROM THE RELIGIOUS WORKS OF FENELON. Trans-
lated from the French, by Miss MARSHALL. A new Edition, 12mo. 6s. boards.

51. FLAVEL ON PROVIDENCE. Abridged, 2s. Gd. sewed.

62. KING'S (Mrs.) BENEFICIAL EFFECTS of the Christian Temper on Domestic
Happiness, 12mo. 3s. Gd. Boards.

5S. STRUTT'S COMMON-PLACE BOOK to the HOLf SCRIPTURES, Svo.
13s. boards. An ample Collection of pertinent Texts, illustrative of the several
Articles of the Christian Faith, classed under particular Heads of*Doctrine. By
help of which, may readily be found at one view, subject-matter for Discourse or
Meditation. Recommended as particularly useful for the Clergy.

54. HUME'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 8 vols. Svo. 31. 12s. Boards.. Hume's
History of England, revised for Family Use ; with such Omissions and Alterations
as may render it salutary to the Young, and unexceptionable to the Christian.

By the Rev. GEORGE BERKELEY MITCHELL, A.M. Vicar of St. Mary in Leicester,
Minister of the old Hospital near Leicester, and Chaplain to his Royal Highness
the Duke of York. Dedicated, by Permission, to the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop
of Rochester.

The present Edition of Hume hat been <upre*ly undertaken with a view of rendering this celebrated
Work suitable to the riling generation, by the omission or alteration of Uiete part* only, which liava

JMtl; made it objectionable to Christian Parents.

55. MORE'S (Mrs. H.) CHEAP REPOSITORY TRACTS, Svols. 12njo. Bound
and Lettered, 16s. 6d.

Most of these Tracts may be had separate.

56. BAXTERIANA ; containing a Selection from the Works of Baxter. Collected

by ARTHUR YOUNG, Esq. F.R.S. 12mo. 5s. Gd.

57. OWENIANA; or Selections from the Writings of John Owen, D.D. ByARTHUR YOUNG, Esq. 1 vol. 12mo. 4s. 6d. boards.

68. WARD'S RECITER. 1 vol. 12mo. 7s. Boards. A Work particularly adapted
for the use of Schools, consisting of Pieces Moral, Religious, and Sacred, in Verse and
Prose, selected and classed on a new Plan, for Exercises in Elocution, with Reference
to the different Age of Students. By the Rev, EDWARD WABD, of Jver.
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fi9. SERLE'S HOR, SOLITARY, 2 vols. 8vo. 21s. boarJ.

?; OBSERVATIONS on the Doctrine, Discipline, and Manners of the Wesley..,
Methodiste;;

and also of the Evangelical Party, as far as they adhere to the sanw
system; including Sttietnres on the Notions entertained by both respecting a Divim
I'rovidence, and the Unlawfulness of Amusement among Christians BY tr-e RevLATHAM WAINWUGHT, A.M. F.R.S. of limannel College. Cambridge, and Rector of
0rcat BricktdU, in the County or Bucks. Price 6s. Boards.

Quibus timerilas et ca=us, non ratio vel concilium valit.- fueton, Tiber, c. 63.

61. WILKES'S (Samuel Charles) CHRISTIAN ESSAYS. 2 vols. crown Svo
14. Boards.

62. DISCOURSES ON VARIOUS POINTS OF CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
PRACTICE; roost of which were delivered in the Chapel of the Oratoire, in Paris
in the Spring of 1810. By THOMAS H. GAU.AUDKT, Principal of the Connecticut
Asylum, in the United States of America, for the Education of the Deaf and i

1 vol. 8vo. price 7s.

63. WALKER'S TRACTS. J2mo. 4s. Gd. Practical Christianity, illustrated in
Nine Tracts on various Subjects, by SAMUKL WALKER, A. 13. late of Tritro.

64. BRITISH ESSAYISTS, containing The Tatlcr, Spectator, Guardian, Rambir,
Idler, &c. 45 vols. 12mo. 101. 10s. Boards.

65. BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY, edited by Chalmers, 32 vols. 8vo. 191. l.i

Boards.

66. BEACHCROFTS PLAIN SCRIPTURAL SERMONS. 2 vols. Svo. 18s.
Boards.

67. LETTERS on the CONSTRAINED CELIBACY of the CLERGY of the
CHURCH of ROME. I vol. Svo. Cs. Boards.

68. BRITISH POETS, a complete Collection, Edited by Chalmers, 21 voU.
royal Svo. 251. Boards.

69. LETTERS on some of the EVENTS of the REVOLUTIONAY WAR, Svo.
8s. 6d. Boards.

70. MEDITATIONS of a NEOPHYTE, 1 vol. Post Svo. with Notes. Priee 6s. 6d .

Boards.

71. GENERAL OBJECTIONS against MISSIONS for the Conversion of the
Heathen considered, in a Sermon, preached March 1818, at the Church of St. Wer-
burg, Bristol, for the Benefit of the Church Missionary Society in that City. By the
Rev. J. W. CUNNINGHAM, A.M. Vicar of Harrow. Price Is. 6d.

72. The FIRST HOMILY of the former Book of Homilies ; to which is added, a
Defence of the JJible Society, with some account of its proceedings, &c. Price 4s.

78. A LETTER to the Right Rev. the LORD BISHOP OF ST. DAVID'S, one of
the Patrons of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, on
the proceedings and prospects ot that Society ; dated Moscow, February 24, 1818.
With an Appendix, containing some interesting documents illustrative of the present
state of the Jews on the Continent. By the Rev. LEW is WAY, M. A. of Stansted Park,
Sussex. Price 2s. 6d. sewed.

74. SUBSTANCE of TWO SPEECHES, delivered by the Right Hon. N.

VANSITTART, on the BULLION QUESTION, in May 1811. Price 5.

75. THREE LETTERS, on the Subject of the BRITISH and FOREIGN BIBLE
SOCIETY. Second Edition. By the Same. Pi ice 2s.

76. SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH delivered by the CHANCELLOR of the

EXCHEQUER, on Monday, the 16th March, 1818, on proposing a Grant of One
Million for providing Additional Places of Public Worship in England. Price ls.6d.

77. A LAYMAN'S LETTER to the CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER, upon
the present State of his Bill for promoting the Building of Churches. Price Is.

78. SPEECH of the Right Hon. GEORGE CANNING, March llth, 1818, OB
the INDEMNITY BILL. Pric? Is.

79. An EXAMINATION of the INTERNAL STATE of SPAIN, to which i

prefixed a brief Sketch of her History, to the late Invasion by the French. By
CLARKE, Captain Royal "Artillery. 1 Vol. 8vo. price 8s. Boards.
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